THE MISSION
‘Prepare and deliver combat ready forces
in defense of our nation and stand ready to
protect the health, safety and welfare of the
citizens of our state.’
— Nebraska Military Department Mission Statement

STATE MISSION
The state mission of the Nebraska
National Guard is to provide trained
and equipped organizations to protect life and property, and to preserve
peace, order and public safety. Nebraska National Guard troops are called to
state active duty to execute missions
within the state when authorized by
the governor.
The adjutant general of Nebraska
serves as both the senior military officer in charge of the Nebraska National
Guard as well as the State Emergency Management director. To assist the
adjutant general with the day-to-day
operations of the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), an
assistant director is appointed.
In the event of a disaster or emergency, local government responds
using local resources. When these
resources are deemed inadequate and

state resources are required to cope
with the situation, local officials can
contact NEMA day or night. NEMA
assesses the disaster and makes a
recommendation to the governor on
whether a state declaration is needed.
If the governor declares a state emergency, state resources – to include the
Nebraska National Guard – can be
used within certain restrictions to provide assistance.
NEMA also supports other state
agencies and local governments with
training and education programs,
public information, disaster recovery assistance and disaster planning.
In addition, NEMA coordinates state
and federal emergency planning and
disaster recovery, and homeland security operations in support of the state’s
homeland security director.

FEDERAL MISSION
The federal mission of the Nebraska National Guard is to provide United States combatant and geographical commanders with trained and
equipped units ready for a national
emergency or war, in accordance with
U.S. Department of Defense plans.
Troops are called to federal service
for national defense missions, either
in the United States or abroad, when
authorized by the president.

The Nebraska National Guard is
made up of the Nebraska Army National Guard, which consists of more
than 3,300 Soldiers in units located
in 23 communities across Nebraska, while the Nebraska Air National
Guard is made up of slightly less than
1,000 Airmen located at the Nebraska
National Guard Air Base in Lincoln,
Nebraska, or with the 55th Wing at
Offutt Air Force Base.
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Home From Afghanistan: Chief Warrant Officer 3 Ross Haselhorst, a pilot with the Lincoln-based Company G, 2-104th General
Support Aviation Battalion, is mobbed by his welcoming family after
completing a deployment to Afghanistan, April 15.
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INTRODUCTION

Nebraska Military Department proved equal
to 2017’s unique, unpredictable challenges

O

n behalf of the men and women of the Nebraska National
Guard, Nebraska Military
Department and Nebraska Emergency
Management Agency, I present this
year’s annual report.
As we have in the past, we begin
this report with a thank you to our
families, employers, communities and
elected officials for your continued
and enthusiastic support. We have
long known that if we do not have the
support of our families, our outside employers and our communities, it can be
very challenging to serve in the Nebraska National Guard and complete the
missions our state and nation call upon
us to do. We treasure this support and
constantly remind ourselves to never
take it for granted.
2017 was indeed a year of many,
many unique and often surprising
challenges. And time and again, the
members of the Nebraska National
Guard, Nebraska Military Department
and Nebraska Emergency Management
Agency were equal to these tests.
A few years ago, Gen. Joseph
Lengyel, chief of National Guard
Bureau, distilled the mission of the
National Guard into three interrelated
areas: “Fight America’s Wars;” “Securing the Homeland;” and “Building Partnerships.” In many ways this makes
incredible sense because these mission
areas are what we do and what we’ve
been doing for many decades. That’s
why we have focused this annual report
around the similar mission priorities
of this organization: “Supporting the
Warfight;” “Protecting the Homeland;”
and “Building Partnerships” because, in
many ways, that is exactly what we did
in 2017.
For many, 2017 will probably be long
remembered for the longest, sustained
out-of-state domestic emergency response missions in our organization’s
history when we deployed hundreds of
Nebraska National Guard Soldiers and
Airmen to locations in Texas, Florida,
the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico
following three separate major hurri-
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canes beginning in late August.
However, as we look back at 2017,
the Nebraska National Guard, Nebraska Military Department and NEMA not
only supported these vitally important
hurricane response missions, we did
much, much more.
For example, in 2017 nearly 300 Nebraska Soldiers and Airmen deployed to
and returned from overseas missions in
support of our nation’s continuing wars
with terrorist organizations around the
globe. This included the members of
our record-setting 155th Air Refueling
Wing who supported numerous missions
in multiple combat theaters, which
resulted in the unit receiving the Rusty
Metcalf Trophy as the top tanker or
airlift wing in the Air National Guard
while also earning its 13th U.S. Air
Force Outstanding Unit Award.
During a deployment to Afghanistan
by Company G, 2-104th General Support Aviation Battalion, a four-person
crew earned the Air Medal with Valor
device for rescuing a wounded Special
Forces Soldier under hostile fire. We
also saw the first deployment of our 1st
Infantry Division Main Command Post
— Operational Detachment to Iraq as
members of the 1st Infantry Division’s
headquarters staff.
2017 also saw this organization continuing to build important partnerships

at the state, regional, national and
international levels. This included our
important State Partnership Program
relationship with the Czech Republic,
which we share with the Texas National
Guard, that experienced monumental
growth this past year in the level and
quality of our exchanges.
We sent Soldiers from Co. E, 134th
Infantry, to Sweden for a major multinational training exercise designed to
strengthen NATO’s capabilities. Our
efforts also included building stronger
ties to our active duty counterparts at
Fort Riley and at Offutt Air Force Base,
with local and regional emergency first
responders, and our state’s educational
community.
The year also saw, along with our
massive deployments in support of
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria,
other efforts to protect the homeland
including a major multi-state disaster
response exercise at the Mead Training
Site in August, responding to a water
crisis in Seward in early August, and
participation in the state’s support of
the Solar Eclipse activities.
These are just a few of the many
ways the Nebraska National Guard,
Nebraska Military Department and
Nebraska Emergency Management
Agency supported our state and nation
this past year.
As the adjutant general of this
amazing organization, I cannot be
more proud of the work of our military
service members and civilian employees. We know this would not have been
possible without the enduring support
of our families, employers, communities
and political leaders.
With that, I present to you the 2017
Nebraska Military Department Annual
Report….

Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac

Nebraska Adjutant General and
Director, Nebraska Emergency Management Agency
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2017 HONOREES
2017 State Excellence in Leadership Awardees

2017 State Excellence in
Leadership Awardee
Janelle Priest
Nebraska Air National Guard
Base Civil Engineering Office

2017 State Excellence in
Leadership Awardee
John “Pat” Keane
Nebraska Army National Guard Construction
and Facility Management Office

2017 Outstanding Airmen of the Year

Enlisted Airman of the Year
Staff Sgt. Katherine M. Mullins
170th Group

NCO of the Year
Tech. Sgt. Danelle K. Nelson
Joint Force Headquarters

First Sergeant of the Year
Senior Master Sgt.
Jody L. Kouma
155th Air Refueling Wing

Senior NCO of the Year
Senior Master Sgt.
Shea T. Harkness
155th Medical Group

2017 Soldier, Noncommissioned Officer of the Year

Soldier of the Year
Spc. Hunter Smith
Troop B, 1-134th Cavalry

Annual Report 2017

NCO of the Year
Sgt. Connor Alberts
72nd Civil Support Team

3

2017 TIMELINE

Nebraska Military Department rises to
meet unpredictable challenges of 2017
JANUARY

FEBRUARY
11: Eleven educators from seven Omaha
area schools participate in a Nebraska
National Guard’s ‘Educator Flight,’
flying from Millard Airfield in Omaha to
the National Guard air base in Lincoln
in two Nebraska Army National Guard
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters.

MARCH
17-23: Nine members of the Nebraska Air National Guard’s 155th Force
Support Squadron support the inauguration of President Donald Trump as
the 45th President of the United States
of America.
22: Nebraska Air
National Guard
air transportation
specialists conduct
an ERO (Engine
Running Offload)
for a Hawaii Air
National Guard
C-17 transporting
members of the 155th Force Support
Squadron home from their Presidential
inauguration support mission.

FEBRUARY
7-16: Nebraska Army National Guard’s
Long Range Surveillance Soldiers work
alongside the 1st Infantry Division to
conduct deep reconnaissance and surveillance for Operation Danger Focus II,
at Fort Riley, Kansas.
9-28: Fourteen Nebraska Air National
Guard Airmen and one KC-135R Stratotanker support approximately 230
other U.S. Airmen and aircraft during
a joint exercise with the Australian Air
Force at Darwin Royal Air Force Base in
Darwin, Australia.
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2-4: Nebraska Army National Guard’s
annual Best Warrior Competition held
at the Greenlief
Training Center;
Czech Soldiers
and Airmen
participate in the
event.
3-5: Camp Ashland hosts a communications exercise designed to test the
newly-created 67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade’s ability to maintain
communications networks across wide
distances.

APRIL
7-9: Three Nebraska Army National
Guard Soldiers compete in the U.S.
Army’s 34th Annual David E. Grange
Jr. Best Ranger Competition.
12: Seven Omaha-based Nebraska
Army National
Guard Soldiers from
the 195th Forward
Support Company
(Special Operations)
(Airborne) welcomed
home to Nebraska
after an overseas
deployment.

APRIL
14: Four Nebraska Army National
Guard aviators were wished good luck
before starting a 10-month mission in
support of U.S. Africa Command. The
Soldiers are members of Detachment 1,
Company A, 641st Aviation Regiment.
15: Approximately 50 Nebraska Army
National Guard Soldiers assigned to
the Omaha-based 402nd Military Police
Battalion deploying in support of Operation Enduring Freedom to the U.S.
Southern Command area of operations,
receive a sendoff ceremony before the
start of their 10-month deployment.
15: Thirty-five
Soldiers from the
Nebraska Army
National Guard’s
Company G,
2-109th General
Support Aviation
Battalion, receive
a warm welcome
home to Lincoln
after a 10-month
deployment in Afghanistan.
April 23 – May 5: 14 Army and 4 Air
Nebraska National Guardsmen travel to
Camp Williams, Utah, for Exercise Cyber
Shield 17, the National Guard’s premier
cyber defense training event.

MAY
APRIL
3-4: Czech
Minister of
Defense Martin
Stropnicky visits
Lincoln to learn
more about
the Nebraska
National Guard’s continuing State Partnership Program relationship with the
Czech Republic.
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2017 TIMELINE
MAY
APRIL

JUNE
APRIL

JULY
APRIL

10-23: Nebraska Army National Guard
Soldiers from the new 67th Maneuver
Enhancement Brigade, 734th Brigade
Support Battalion, 128th Engineer
Battalion, 192nd Military Police Detachment and the 745th Chemical Company
conduct annual training at Fort Leonard
Wood, Missouri.

7: Nebraska National Guard hosts the
annual National Guard Bureau Marathon Trials, held in conjunction with the
40th Annual Lincoln National Guard
Marathon and Half Marathon.
12: Camp Ashland hosts nearly 60
students from four Ashland-Greenwood
Elementary classrooms for Operation
Bald Eagle 2017, a Nebraska National
Guard educational conservation outreach
program.
13-26: Nearly 30
members of the Nebraska Air National
Guard’s 155th Air
Refueling Wing
travel to Ramstein
Air Force Base,
Germany, to work
and train with their
active duty counterparts.
20: Four Nebraska Army National Guard
aviators assigned to a UH-60 Blackhawk
Helicopter crew receive the Air Medal
with “Valor” device for bravery displayed
while rescuing a wounded U.S. Special
Forces Soldier in the Helmund Province
near Sangin, Afghanistan.

JUNE
APRIL
9: Nebraska Army
National Guard Soldiers
conduct a helocast waterdrop exercise at Fort
Riley’s Milford Lake.
Also participating are 26
members of the Czech
Republic Armed Forces.
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10-24: Members of the 110th Multifunctional Medical Battalion qualify for the
finals of the prestigious 50th Annual
Philip A. Connelly Competition for culinary excellence during the unit’s annual
training at Camp Rapid, South Dakota,
in support of Exercise Golden Coyote.
13: Nebraska
Soldiers from
the 1-134th
Cavalry fire
TOW and Javelin anti-tank
missiles for
the first time
after reorganizing into a new mission
during their June 4-17 annual training
at Fort Riley, Kansas.
19: Nebraska Army National Guard
engineers hone their newly-learned skills
while conducting breaching
exercises with
C-4 explosives
at the Greenlief Training
Site’s demolition range.
19-26: Nebraska Air National Guard
Airmen from the Lincoln-based 155th
Security Forces Squadron travel to Joint
Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska,
to practice their improvised explosive
device identification skills.

JULY
APRIL
24: Four Soldiers from the Nebraska
Army National Guard’s 1969th Contingency Contracting Team welcomed back
to Lincoln after nine-month deployment
to the Middle East.

13: Around 90 Nebraska Army National
Guard Soldiers assigned to the 1st Infantry Division Main Command Post - Operational Detachment welcomed back to
Lincoln after their inaugural nine-month
deployment to Iraq.
18-21: Nebraska Army National Guard
Soldiers assigned to aviation units from
Lincoln and Grand Island support Exercise PATRIOT North 2017 in Volk Field,
Wisconsin.
22: Nebraska Army
National Guard officially activates its new
128th Engineer Battalion during a ceremony
at the Columbus Armed
Forces Reserve Center.

AUGUST
APRIL
5: Maj. Gen. Judd Lyons, Nebraska National
Guard’s 32nd Adjutant
General and former acting
director of the Army National Guard, retires after
37-year military career.
4-6: Adjutant General Marksmanship
Sustainment Exercise (AGMSX) brings
117 shooters together to compete in
eight live-fire exercises.
6: Col. Robert
E. Hargens
assumes command of the
Lincoln-based
155th Air Refueling Wing.
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2017 TIMELINE
AUGUST
APRIL
21: Members of the
Nebraska National Guard join with
other state and local
agencies to support
Nebraska’s solar
eclipse activities.
25-28: Members of the Nebraska Army
and Air National Guard participate
in a multistate disaster
response
exercise at the
Mead Training
Site involving roughly
600 Soldiers
and Airmen from the Nebraska, Iowa,
and Missouri National Guard as well
as local and state emergency response
officials.
26: The Nebraska National Guard shifts
into real-world emergency response
missions as helicopter crews from Lincoln and Grand Island deploy to Texas
in response to Hurricane Harvey.
26: 51 members of the Nebraska Air
National Guard’s 155th Air Refueling
Wing welcomed back to Nebraska by
Governor Pete Ricketts after serving
overseas in support of U.S. Central
Command.

SEPTEMBER
APRIL
2-9: 44 Airmen and
Soldiers — mostly
assigned to the 155th
Medical Group —
deploy to Texas to provide medical support
to people affected by
Hurricane Harvey.
8-30: Soldiers from Company E (LongRange Surveillance), 134th Infantry
Regiment, participate in a two-week
exercise in Sweden involving over
20,000 participants from nine different
countries.
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SEPTEMBER
APRIL
11: Nearly 100 Nebraska Soldiers
assigned to the
1-376th Aviation (Security
and Support)
Regiment deploy to Jacksonville, Florida, in
support of the
Hurricane Irma relief effort.
21: Two members of the Nebraska Army
National Guard’s newly-created 105th
Military History Detachment depart
to Florida for a month-long mission to
document the National Guard’s support
to the Hurricane Irma relief effort.

OCTOBER
APRIL
15: 56 Nebraska Soldiers and two
Nebraska Airmen deploy to St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands, as members of the
Lincoln-based
67th Maneuver
Enhancement
Brigade. While
in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, the
Nebraska Guard
Soldiers and
Airmen provide command and support
to Guardsmen from more than 30 states
supporting Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria relief efforts.
15-16: Two Nebraska Air National
Guard KC-135R
Stratotanker
crews conduct
airlift missions
to St. Croix, U.S.
Virgin Islands,
in support of
hurricane relief and recovery efforts.
21: Five Nebraska Air National Guard
air transportation specialists deploy to
Savannah, Georgia, to assist in aerial
port activities.
20-22: Soldiers from the Nebraska
Army National Guard’s 1-134th Cavalry
conduct first live mortar fire exercise at
Fort Riley, Kansas, in a decade.

NOVEMBER
APRIL
8: 15 Airmen from the Nebraska Air
National Guard’s 155th Security Forces
Squadron deploy
to Puerto Rico for
a three-week mission where they
provided security
at the Aguadialla
Air Field in support of the Hurricane Maria relief
effort.
14: Two Nebraska Soldiers deploy to
Puerto Rico for a 30-day mission to
provide historical documentation of the
National Guard’s support to the Hurricane Maria relief effort.

DECEMBER
APRIL
2: James “Bob” Stevenson promoted to
brigadier general and assumes position
of assistant adjutant general of the
Nebraska Air National Guard.
2: Chief Master Sgt.
Tyrone Bingham assumes position as the
Nebraska Air National
Guard’s command chief
master sergeant.
15: Governor Pete Ricketts announces
that the Nebraska Air National Guard’s
155th Air Refueling Wing has been
awarded its 13th U.S. Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the time period
Sept. 1, 2014, to Aug. 31, 2016.
20: Tech. Sgt. Philip J. Francis awarded the U.S. Air Force Airman’s Medal
for saving the life of several motorists
on May 1, 2013. The presentation
takes place during the National
Guard birthday celebration at the
State Capitol in Lincoln.
20-21: Governor Pete Ricketts and Maj.
Gen. Daryl Bohac visit Soldiers from
the Nebraska Army Guard’s 402nd
Military Police Battalion at their overseas deployment location.
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2017 TOP PERFORMERS

Nebraska National Guard saw numerous
awards for exceptional performance in 2017
U.S. AIR FORCE ORGaNIZaTIONaL
EXCELLENCE AWaRD

LEaDERsHIP AWaRD

The Nebraska Air National Guard’s
Joint Force Headquarters staff officially
received their third U.S. Air Force Organizational Excellence Award on Feb. 11.

2017 BEsT WaRRIORs
Staff Sgt. Connor Alberts, 72nd
Civil Support Team, and Spc. Hunter
Smith, Troop B, 1-134th Cavalry, win
the Nebraska Army National Guard’s
March 2-4 Best Warrior Competition
held at the Greenlief Training Site near
Hastings.

BEsT RaNGER
COMPETITION
Staff Sgt. Luke
Katz, Staff Sgt.
Jose Torres-Garcia and Staff Sgt.
Nathan Neuvirth
chosen to compete
in the prestigious
U.S. Army’s 34th
Annual David E.
Grange Jr. Best Ranger Competition,
held April 7-9 at Fort Benning, Georgia.

DIsTINGuIsHED ALuMNI
Maj. Gen. Richard J. Evans III, a
member of the Nebraska Air National
Guard who currently serves at U.S.
Strategic Command, was named one
of three recipients of the University of
Nebraska-Omaha College of Business
Administration’s 2017 Distinguished
Alumni Achievement Award.

TOPs IN AIR NaTIONaL GuaRD
The Nebraska Air National Guard’s
155th Air Refueling Wing was named
the National Guard Bureau Curtis
N. “Rusty” Metcalf award winner for
2017. The award is given to the airlift
or air refueling squadron that demonstrates the highest standards of mission
achievement in the Air National Guard.
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HEROIsM IN AfGHaNIsTaN
Four Nebraska Army National Guard
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter aviators
were honored for battlefield heroism
when they were awarded the Air Medal
with “V” device during a ceremony
held May 20 in Lincoln. Chief Warrant
Officer 3 William Score
(pilot), Chief Warrant Officer Hector Lima-Bermudez (pilot), Staff Sgt. Matthew Hawke (helicopter
crew chief) and Sgt. Jared
Cornell (flight medic),
were formally presented
with the medals that the
four Soldiers earned while rescuing a
wounded Special Forces Soldier in the
Helmund Province, Afghanistan, on
Feb. 9. The Soldiers are members of
the Lincoln-based Company G, 2-104th
General Support Aviation Battalion,
that completed a 10-month deployment
to Afghanistan in April.

HuNT fOR a NaTIONaL TITLE
Members of
the Nebraska
Army National
Guard’s Headquarters and
Headquarters
Detachment,
110th Multifunctional Medical Battalion, earned a bid for a national championship in food preparation when they
placed first in the regional contest of
the U.S. Army’s 50th annual Philip A.
Connelly contest.

Capt. Doug Carlson, a member of the
Nebraska Air National Guard’s Joint
Force Headquarters
staff, was presented
with the National
Guard Association
of the United States’
2017 Theodore Roosevelt Leadership
Award for Company
Grade Officer on Sept. 10 during the
association’s national conference in
Louisville, Kentucky.

13TH OuTsTaNDING UNIT AWaRD
The 155th Air Refueling Wing earns
its 13th U.S. Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award for the time period of Sept. 1,
2014, to Aug. 31, 2016.

LIfEsaVING AIRMaN
Tech. Sgt. Philip J. Francis, a member
of the Nebraska Air National Guard’s
155th Civil Engineering Squadron,
presented with the U.S. Air Force’s Airman’s Medal
for risking his
life to rescue
motorists injured in a traffic accident
near Waterloo,
Nebraska, on May 1, 2013. Governor
Pete Ricketts presented Francis with
his medal during the Dec. 20 National
Guard Birthday Ceremony at the State
Capitol.
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SUPPORTING THE WARFIGHT

Nebraska National Guard
continues to prove its worth to
nation’s warfighting efforts

F

ighting America’s wars and
defending the nation is a fundamental mission, especially for
Soldiers and Airmen of the Nebraska
National Guard. The National Guard
is the primary combat reserve of the
Army and Air Force, providing ready
forces capable of fighting in an array of
complex environments. On any given
day, the National Guard has approximately 18,000 Soldiers and Airmen
mobilized in support of combatant
command missions overseas.
“We want to be relevant to the
warfight,” said Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac,
Nebraska adjutant general. “We don’t
want to be irrelevant by having irrelevant force structure and missions, or if
we don’t have a role in the way that the
Army and Air Force are going to employ
forces.”
If 2017 is any indication, the Nebraska National Guard is relevant to
the nation’s warfighting efforts as more
than 310 Nebraska Soldiers and Airmen deployed for overseas operations,
integrating with the Army and Air “Total

Force” at locations around the globe that
stretched from the Korean Peninsula,
Guam and the Caribbean Sea to Europe,
the Middle East and Southwest Asia.
The largest single element to deploy was the Nebraska Army National
Guard’s 1st Infantry Division Main
Command Post – Operational Detachment (MCPOD), which embedded with
the 1st Infantry Division’s headquarters
during its nine-month deployment to the
U.S. Central Command area of responsibility. First formed in spring 2016, the
newly-formed detachment augments and
enhances an active Army division headquarters staff during mobilizations.
Formed as part of the overall 2016
transformation of Nebraska Army
National Guard units, the MCPOD was
quickly staffed and then saw Soldiers
participating in several major training
exercises with their active Army counterparts at Fort Riley, Kansas, before
being mobilized in August 2016 for the
overseas deployment.
On July 13 the MCPOD’s 90 Soldiers
were welcomed home from the unit’s inaugural deployment,
and celebrated for
their achievements.
“Job well done,”
Bohac said. “Recognize that this unit
didn’t really exist 18
months ago. That in
18 months, we built
it, stood it up and
delivered a ready
force to integrate
with the 1st Infantry
Division. That’s a
huge achievement
and it couldn’t have
been done without
Photo by Sgt. Anna Pongo
Iraqi Briefing: Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, Nebraska National Guard many, many others,
adjutant general, receives a brief from the 1st Infantry Division Main but it wouldn’t have
Command Post - Operational Detachment’s Spc. Nicole Landon been done, couldn’t
about MCPOD contributions to the intelligence section during a have been achieved,
visit to Iraq on March 28.
without the commit-
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Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Savoring The Moment: Chief Warrant Officer 2 Marla Stephen holds her son in her
arms during the April 14 sendoff ceremony
for Detachment 1, Company A, 641st Aviation Regiment.
ment by the Soldiers of the MCPOD.”
MCPOD Soldiers were spread out,
serving at 14 different locations across
three countries. According to Lt. Col.
Darin Huss, MCPOD commander,
the Soldiers were often given assignments they never imagined. “But they
learned the job, executed the mission
and surpassed all expectations,” Huss
said. “They worked hand-in-hand with
coalition partners from over 20 different
countries and all branches of the service. The results of their efforts facilitated the direct enablement of Iraqi/British partners in the fight against Daesh
across the battlefields. They proved the
Nebraska National Guard can do any
mission assigned and will not accept
anything less than victory.”
The MCPOD deployment was just
one of many Nebraska Army and Air
National Guard missions performed
in support of the nation’s warfighters
in 2017. For example, six members of
the Nebraska Army National Guard’s
Lincoln-based Detachment 1, Company
A, 641st Aviation Regiment, deployed in
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Jason Wilson

Welcome Back To Nebraska: Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts greets Airmen from the
155th Air Refueling Wing returning home from an overseas deployment, Aug. 26, at the
Nebraska National Guard air base. While deployed to the U.S. Central Command area of
operations, the Airmen were responsible for providing support to Operation Inherent Resolve.
support of Operation Enduring Freedom
– Horn of Africa.
It also included the deployment of
Nebraska Army Guard Soldiers assigned
to the Omaha-based 402nd Military
Police Battalion who deployed in April
for a 10-month mission in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom to the U.S.
Southern Command area of operations.
2017 saw the return of seven 195th
Forward Support Company (Special
Operations) (Airborne) Soldiers after a
six-month deployment overseas to the
U.S. Central Command area of operations. While there, the Soldiers were
responsible for coordinating, monitoring and synchronizing Joint/Combined
Special Operations Forces logistics requirements. According to Capt. Nathan
McGruder, ASPO team officer-in-charge,
each of the six enlisted Soldiers worked
outside of their normal military specialty, but together the team “knocked (the
deployment) out of the park.”
“Not a single one of these Soldiers
was deployed doing the job they are
traditionally used to doing,” McGruder
said. “That’s because we here at the
195th know that the MOS doesn’t mat-
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ter as much as taking the best quality
and qualified NCOs and going over and
getting the mission done. And that’s
exactly what we have done.”
Another group returning in April
was the Nebraska Army National
Guard’s Company G, 2-109th General Support Aviation Battalion. Unit
Soldiers were responsible for evacuating
wounded American and coalition service
members from the battlefield back to
medical treatment facilities. Four aviators in particular were honored in May
with the Air Medal with “Valor” device
for the bravery they displayed while
rescuing a wounded U.S. Special Forces
Soldier in the Helmund Province near
Sangin, Afghanistan.
Honored were Chief Warrant Office
3 William Score (pilot), Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Hector Lima-Bermudez (pilot),
Staff Sgt. Matthew Hawke (helicopter crew chief) and Sgt. Jared Cornell
(flight medic).
“Without hesitation, so that others
might live, the crew swept in at low
altitude and at high speed, surrounded
by dust and chaos and explosions, and
landed in broad daylight in an area that

would only fit one aircraft,” said Col.
John Cyrulik, commander of the U.S.
Army’s “Task Force Nightmare” that
served as the unit’s higher headquarters during its deployment in support of
Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. “There’s
a moment where we’re all measured as
Soldiers and this was their moment,
this was their measure.” Ultimately, after days of treatment, the Soldier lived
and was reunited with his family “and
lived to fight another day.”
In June, after nine months of separation, four more Nebraska Army National Guard Soldiers from the 1969th
Contingency Contracting Team returned from an overseas deployment in
Kuwait where they were responsible for
providing administrative oversight for
a wide variety of contracts that had significant impacts on the United States’
ability to conduct military operations
throughout the Middle East. According
to the team’s commander, Capt. Dustin
Young, the Soldiers were responsible
for $3 billion of contracts that ranged
from providing transportation support
for the entire Arabian Peninsula, to
logistical and base life support services
to U.S. bases in Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates, to managing the United
States’ largest prepositioned military
equipment base in the world.
Nebraska’s Air Guard also had its
fair share of action supporting warfighting missions. In August, a group of Nebraska Air National Guard Airmen from
the Lincoln-based 155th Air Refueling
Wing were welcomed home to Nebraska
after an overseas deployment. The 51
Airmen are members of the 155th Air
Refueling Wing’s operations squadron,
maintenance squadron, logistic readiness squadron and medical squadron.
While deployed to the U.S. Central
Command area of operations, the
Nebraska Air National Guard Airmen
were responsible for providing support
to Operation Inherent Resolve.
The 155th Air Refueling Wing’s list
of accomplishments are impressive,
but nothing is as powerful as the fact
that the wing has had Airmen deployed
every day except for three since 9/11. In
2017 alone, approximately 170 Airmen
– or 17 percent of the state’s total Air
Guard force structure – deployed in
support of overseas operations.
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS

Military Department focuses on developing
enduring partnerships at multiple levels

T

he Nebraska Military Department has long worked to forge
close partnerships with local,
state, national and international
entities to broaden the organization’s
resources and expertise while also
further developing the Citizen-Soldier,
Citizen-Airman concept.
In 2017, these enduring partnerships continued to show incredible
possibilities as the Nebraska Military
Department grew its cooperative activities across multiple agencies.
For example, in August the Nebraska Military Department conducted
a major four-day multistate disaster
response exercise at the Mead Training
Site involving roughly 600 Soldiers and
Airmen from the Nebraska, Iowa and
Missouri National Guard as well as
local and state emergency response officials. Among those participating in the
exercise were members of the Nebraska
National Guard’s CBRNE Enhanced
Force Package (CERFP) element, the
Missouri National Guard’s Homeland
Response Force, Missouri Task Force 1
and staff members of the Nebraska National Guard’s Joint Operations Center,
the Nebraska Emergency Management
Agency and a number of state and local
first response agencies.
The partnerships forged or cultivated in this one exercise alone helped
prepare the Nebraska Military Department – and all others involved – for contingencies and disasters that may strike
communities with little or no notice.
Soldiers, Airmen and civilians alike
also participated in major training exercises during 2017. These efforts included participation in national exercises
such as PATRIOT North in Wisconsin;
Golden Coyote in South Dakota; Danger
Focus II in Kansas; and Cyber Shield in
Utah. For Cyber Shield ’17, Nebraska
Soldiers and Airmen joined more than
800 other participants at Camp Williams for the National Guard’s premier
cyber defense training event. The exercise included members of the National
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Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Casey Lindsay

Leading The Way: A group of Nebraska Army National Guard Soldiers prepares to board
a Swedish Air Force C-130 before an airborne exercise in Sweden. Soldiers from the 134th
Infantry Regiment participated in Sweden’s largest military exercise in more than 20 years.

Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Partnerships: Larry Fichtner, a NEMA exercise training officer, inprocesses members
of Missouri’s Task Force 1 during the August
disaster response exercise.
Guard from 44 states, the U.S. Army
Reserve, state and federal government
agencies, nongovernmental organizations, and private industry, and is
designed to assess participants’ ability
to respond to cyber incidents.
Another new endeavor at the local
level included building partnerships
with Nebraska educators from across
the state through the Nebraska Nation-

al Guard’s educator orientation flights.
This effort included a series of learning
events designed to increase awareness
of the Nebraska Army National Guard.
“The purpose of (the) educator flight
is to develop centers of influence with
area high schools by informing educators about the National Guard and how
we can partner with them in education,”
said Lt. Col. William Prusia, commander
of the Nebraska Army National Guard
Recruiting and Retention Battalion.
The Nebraska Military Department
is also leveraging partnerships with
local and regional active duty organizations to coordinate and grow training
opportunities. For example, because
training requirements for units such as
Nebraska’s 1-134th Cavalry are often
unique and require access to major
training installations, Nebraska National Guard officials worked to build a
strong relationship with officials at Fort
Riley, Kansas, and the active Army’s 1st
Infantry Division.
“We have a great relationship with
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
nations continues to be
a critical component of
U.S. defense strategy
and a model for security cooperation in the
21st century. In 2017,
Nebraska Soldiers and
Airmen had the opportunity to participate in
multiple international
exercises in Australia,
Germany and Sweden –
to name a few.
Photo by Spc. Lisa Crawford
The Swedish exercise
Friendship: Czech Ambassador Dr. Hynek
– Aurora 2017 – includKmonicek and Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac share a
ed more than 20,000
joke before an Oct. 25 discussion in Lincoln on
participants from nine
the State Partnership Program.
different countries
Nebraska’s 170th Group
including Denmark, Finland, France and
and the active Air Force’s
Norway. Over 60 Nebraska Army Nation55th Wing continuing to
al Guard Soldiers were included in the
develop their unique partnon-NATO country’s exercise along with
nership at Offutt Air Force
Soldiers from the Kentucky and MinneBase. This included spotsota Army National Guard, and active
lighting this team work
duty Soldiers, Marines and Sailors.
to Lt. Gen. Gina Grosso,
Perhaps the most celebrated interU.S.
Air
Force
deputy
chief
national
partnership Nebraska has is
Photo by Spc. Lisa Crawford
of
staff
for
manpower,
through
the
State Partnership Program
Helping Hand: Spc. Travis Williams, a chemical specialist
with the Czech Republic that it shares
with the 754th Chemical Company, lends a hand to help up a personnel and services,
with the Texas National Guard. This
Czech Republic teammate while finishing an obstacle course and Lt. Gen. Scott Rice,
director of the Air Nationyear, the Nebraska National Guard
at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
al Guard, during their
recorded a major milestone in its 24-year
Fort Riley and the 1st Infantry Divivisit to Offutt Air Force Base. According
partnership with the Czech Republic
sion,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Bruce
to Col. Mark Hopson, commander of the
when it hosted the Czech Minister of
Nakai, the squadron’s senior noncomGuard’s Offutt-based 170th Group, the
Defense, Martin Stropnicky and Czech
missioned officer. “And we have a great
visit offered the two units an opportuAmbassador Dr. Hynek Kmonicek for
relationship with range control. They’ve
nity to showcase the continuing collabshort visits to Nebraska. The Nebraska
gone out of their way to make us feel
oration.
National Guard also hosted a record 55
comfortable while we’re down here.”
“We were able to show them how
Czech service members at three separate
This newly refined relationship
well the Total Force Integration works
two-week annual training sites in the
allowed the unit to conduct multiple
here at Offutt,” Hopson said. “It’s
United States this summer, marking the
live-fire training exercises, including
important to note that when I say ‘we,’
single-largest engagement of Czech-Neshooting mortars, and TOW and Javelin
I mean the 55th Wing and the 170th
braska Soldiers since the start of the
missiles, for the first time in nearly a
Group. The 55th Wing has been tremenpartnership in July 1994.
decade. “This has been a great opportudously supportive of the 170th Group.
“The strategic value of having greater
nity for us to work with the active duty
In fact, the 55th Wing treats us as their
participation by members of the Czech
and to show them what we are capable
seventh group.”
Armed Forces and members of the
of,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Marty
The Nebraska Air Guard and the
Nebraska National Guard in mutually
Baker, Nebraska Army National Guard
55th Wing remain actively engaged,
beneficial training cannot be over-statstate command sergeant major.
with goals to grow their current partnered,” said Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac.
The Nebraska Guard has also
ship, including a plan to house the 55th
“The better we know each other
partnered with officials at Fort Leonard
Wing at the National Guard air base
today means the better we will integrate
Wood, Missouri, taking advantage of
in Lincoln in a few years while runway
tomorrow when asked to serve together
what the active duty base has to offer,
reconstruction is conducted at Offutt Air
in contested environments. It means
including enhanced equipment and
Force Base.
that as allies who have trained together
facilities unavailable in Nebraska.
Developing committed, enduring
we will be better prepared to defend
In regards to the Nebraska Air
international partnerships that focus
our mutual interests whenever they are
National Guard, 2017 saw members of
on enhancing the capabilities of ally
threatened.”
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PROTECTING THE HOMELAND

Homeland missions took center stage for
Nebraska Military Department in 2017

S

ince the Nebraska National
Guard was founded on Dec. 23,
1854, protecting the homeland
has served as a foundation for all that
the Nebraska National Guard has
become. In fact, this “neighbors serving
neighbors” mission that has served as
a guiding principle for the Nebraska
National Guard for 163 years is exactly
what America’s founders intended when
they wrote the U.S. Constitution and
included special provisions for individual
states’ militia, which had served the new
nation admirably since the very first
muster of Massachusetts colonists in
December 1636.
“(The founders) firmly believed in
the idea of a militia made up of Citizen
Soldiers, and now Airmen,” wrote Brig.
Gen. Bob Stevenson in a July editorial
for the Lincoln Journal Star newspaper. “They grounded that concept in
our Constitution. The founders knew a
militia of neighbors would stand with
each other because they had shared
interests.”
“Today, your National Guard is the
connective tissue between the military
and most communities in the U.S., just
as the founders intended,” Stevenson
wrote. “The nearly 5,000 Soldiers and
Airmen of the Nebraska National Guard
are your neighbors and friends who
always stand ready to answer our gover-

Photo by Pfc. Elyse Lyons

Eclipse Support: Spc. Alex Peterson and
Sgt. Caleb Dewey watch the solar eclipse,
Aug. 21, after delivering drinking water to
Seward during a water shortage emergency.
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nor’s call when natural or manmade emergencies overwhelm
local first responders.”
As the only U.S. military
organization with both state
and federal missions, this is
a unique responsibility. The
National Guard’s greatest
strength is its Soldiers and
Airmen, who are able to utilize
both their military training
and civilian skills to solve the
unique challenges of whatever
mission faces them.
Further, because Nebraska
Guard Soldiers and Airmen
reside in nearly every Nebraska zip code where they contribute to their communities
and state as farmers, nurses,
doctors, businessmen, teachers,
police officers, carpenters and
countless other professions,
they are able to harness both
their military and civilian skills
as well as the support of their
individual communities where
they have developed significant
Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes
partnerships in their everyday
Lifesaving
Training:
A
team
of
Nebraska
Army and Air
lives.
National Guardsmen practice decontaminating a patient
In many ways, 2017
during a multi-state domestic emergency support exerstands as a testament to these
cise, conducted Aug. 25-28 at the Mead Training Site.
strengths and the Nebraska
National Guard’s readiness to
protect the homeland.
al Guard and NEMA participated in a
After several quiet years going back
number of exercises ranging from such
to the Missouri and Platte River floods
table-top scenarios as a terrorist attack
of 2011, the wildfires of western and
on the state’s power grid and hazardous
central Nebraska in 2012, and the 2014
material spills, to a much larger multitornado outbreaks, the Nebraska Nationagency, multistate exercise at the Mead
al Guard and its partners within the NeTraining Site, Aug. 25-28. This exercise
braska Emergency Management Agency
involved more than 600 Soldiers and
spent the majority of 2017 participating
Airmen from the Nebraska, Missouri and
in a number of exercises that tested their
Iowa National Guard as well as memability to respond to a domestic disaster,
bers of the Nebraska Emergency Manand then actually responded to multiple
agement Agency, Missouri Task Force 1,
events including the longest sustained
and other state and local agencies. It was
out-of-state natural disaster response
designed to test the Guard’s ability to remissions in the history of the organizaspond to a domestic emergency involving
tion.
an explosion and the possible release of
For example, the Nebraska Nationhazardous chemicals that overwhelms
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Photo by Tech. Sgt. Denise Mommens

Caring Touch: Master Sgt. Kristin Bovinet
covers a child with a thermal blanket after
providing her with medical care at the Texas
National Guard CERFP Medical Triage site
at the Beaumont Baptist Hospital during
the Sept. 4 night shift.

Rescued From The Floods: 1st Sgt. Ron Schroeder, Company G, 2-104th General Support
Aviation Battalion, helps rescue a woman and her dogs in Orange, Texas, Aug. 31, after
flooding caused by Hurricane Harvey.

local civilian first responders.
Nebraska Lt. Gov. Mike Foley said
the training the organizations received
during the exercise was critical to
maintaining readiness. “It sobers you a
bit to see just what could happen,” said
Foley, who also serves as the Nebraska
director of Homeland Security. “When
you come out here, it brings a dose of
reality to it., a ‘Hey, this could happen
in Nebraska’ … and then you gain some
comfort knowing that there are people
preparing for it, who are thinking about
it and strategizing about how would we
deal with it?”
Along with the various exercises,
members of the Nebraska National
Guard and NEMA also participated in
the planning and execution of the state’s
support to the Aug. 21 total solar eclipse
while also responding to a water crisis in
Seward. Further, NEMA staff members
also provided support to communities
affected by several spring tornadoes and
thunderstorms while also coordinating
wildland firefighting activities, primarily
through the single engine air tanker
(SEAT) aircraft that flew on 13 fires
and expended nearly 18,000 gallons of
retardant.
Undoubtedly the biggest event of the

year occurred in late August when the
first of three major hurricanes struck
the United States. Supported by NEMA
and Nebraska National Guard joint
operations staffs in Lincoln, the first of
what would become nearly 300 Nebraska Army and Air National Guardsmen
deployed to Texas on Aug. 26 in support
of the Hurricane Harvey relief and
recovery operations. Over the next three
months, Nebraska Soldiers and Airmen
deployed to Texas, northern Florida, the
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico in
support of Hurricane Harvey, Irma and
Maria efforts.
The hurricane relief efforts included:
wUH-60, UH-72 and CH-47 helicopter
crews from Lincoln and Grand Island
who conducted aerial transportation
and rescue missions in the Houston and
Beaumont areas while transporting
personnel, cargo and equipment into the
disaster zones. During the course of their
deployment, the aviation teams rescued
310 people, including pregnant women,
infants and the wheelchair bound. The
Nebraska National Guard also rescued
44 animals, while also transporting more
than 86,000 pounds of cargo including
hundreds of cases of water, 3,000 pounds
of MREs and 500 pounds of blood.
wA 44-person medical team from
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Photo by Sgt. Anna Pongo

Lincoln made up primarily of members
of the 155th Medical Group and several
Army National Guard medical professionals from the Nebraska National
Guard’s CBRNE (Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, Nuclear and high-yield
Explosives) Enhanced Response Force
Package (CERFP) set up emergency
medical treatment facilities in Beaumont
and Vidor, Texas.
w100 Soldiers assigned to the Nebraska Army National Guard’s Lincoln and
Grand Island-based Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, and Company
A, 1-376th Aviation (Security and Support) deployed in September in support
of the Hurricane Irma relief operations
in northern and central Florida. While
serving in Jacksonville, Florida, the
Soldiers provided command and control
activities of National Guard aviation
elements while also providing aerial
reconnaissance of hurricane damage.
wTwo Soldiers from the newly-organized 105th Military History Detachment in Lincoln deployed to Florida in
September to help the Florida National
Guard document and archive the Hurricane Irma relief and recovery operations.
Two additional Soldiers representing the
105th MHD deployed in November to
Puerto Rico to conduct similar opera-
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Photo by Sgt. Anna Pongo

Aerial Delivery: A Nebraska Army National
Guard CH-47 Chinook helicopter delivers
supplies during the Hurricane Harvey response in eastern Texas.

Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Getting The Plane Ready: (From left) Staff Sgt. Everett Bottass and Tech. Sgt. Isaac Cepek, KC-135R Stratotanker inflight aerial refueling specialists, make final preparations to
their aircraft after loading a pallet of equipment belonging to the Nebraska National Guard’s
67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade before an Oct. 15 flight to the U.S. Virgin Islands.
tions there.
wSeveral KC-135R Stratotanker
flights flown by the Nebraska Air National Guard’s 155th Air Refueling Wing
delivered personnel to Florida and the
U.S. Virgin Islands, and critical supplies
to Puerto Rico in support of Hurricane
Irma and Hurricane Maria.
wOne Soldier from the Nebraska National Guard’s 72nd Civil Support Team
deployed to Puerto Rico in October to
provide communications support to the
battered island after Hurricane Maria.
wFive air transportation journeymen from the Nebraska Air National
Guard’s 155th Mission Support Group
deployed to the Air Dominance Center in Savannah, Georgia, in October.
While there the Nebraska Airmen
worked at the U.S. Air Force’s primary
transportation hub for supplies and
equipment moving from the continental United States to Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands.
w56 Soldiers and two Airmen from
the Nebraska National Guard’s 67th
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade
deployed to the U.S. Virgin Islands in
October for a month-long mission to

14

Photo by Maj. Carlos Van Nurden

Lending A Hand: 67th Manuever Enhancement Brigade Soldiers help clean up in the
U.S. Virgin Islands before a Veterans Day
parade on St. Croix.

Photo courtesy of the 155th SFS

Puerto Rican Service: A member of the
155th Security Forces Squadron takes a
break to give a horse a snack while serving at the Aquadilla Air Field, Puerto Rico,
following Hurricane Maria.
provide command and control support
to National Guard Soldiers and Airmen
from 31 states working on St. Croix and

St. Thomas, which were devastated by
Hurricanes Irma and Maria.
w14 Airmen from the Nebraska Air
National Guard’s 155th Security Forces
Squadron spent three weeks in November providing security for personnel,
supplies and equipment at the Aguadilla Air Field, Puerto Rico, following
Hurricane Maria.
These efforts, said Maj. Gen. Daryl
Bohac, Nebraska adjutant general, were
a concrete demonstration of the importance of the National Guard. “It’s what
we train for. It’s who we are: America’s
military first responders whenever or
wherever we are needed.”
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2017 TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

Personnel
Traditional National Guard.............................................................3,792
Includes 577 full-time Military Federal Technicians
Active Guard Reserve Title 32......................................................... 510
Active Duty Title 10............................................................................21
Total Military Personnel

4,323

Federal Civil Service Technicians Title V...........................................21
State Personnel Serving Army National Guard...................................56
State Personnel Serving Air National Guard.......................................67
State Personnel Serving Both Army & Air National Guard......................16
State Personnel Serving NEMA..................................................................40
		

Total State Employees		

179

Military Department Total Personnel 		 4,523

Payroll
Annual Federally Funded Payroll.................................... $130,624,903*
Annual State Funded Payroll............................................... $2,652,358
* Portion of State Salaries federally funded through Cooperative Agreements: $8,793,679
.
Military Department Total Payroll............................... $133,277,261

Operations and Maintenance Funding
Federally Funded............................................................... $66,862,699*
State Funded........................................................................... $4,815,892
* Federal portion of Operational State Funds funded through Cooperative Agreements: $22,540,442

Military Department Total Operational Funds.......... .$ 71,678,591

Property and Equipment

Other

Equipment and Assets..................................$1,254,333,485
Real Property...............................................$1,179,407,702

Estimated Value of Indirect Jobs Created.........$53,773,653
Soldiers and Airmen Benefits...........................$47,756,130
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ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ECONOMIC IMPACT
PAYROLL BY NEBRASKA CITIES (FEDERAL FIScAL YEAR OcTOBER 1, 2016 - SEpTEMBER 30, 2017)
Lincoln................................................................$ 25,228,379
Omaha.................................................................$ 8,586,986
Kearney...............................................................$ 2,090,461
Grand Island........................................................$ 2,042,478
Gretna..................................................................$ 1,802,804
Bellevue...............................................................$ 1,255,798
Elkhorn................................................................$ 1,132,396
Seward.................................................................$ 1,108,690
Wahoo.................................................................. $ 1,047,808
Waverly...............................................................$
946,276
Papillion..............................................................$
939,037
Hastings...............................................................$
841,096
Hickman.............................................................. $
739,306
Beatrice................................................................$
650,717
Norfolk................................................................$
643,807
Fremont...............................................................$
639,989
Columbus............................................................$
521,901
Gering..................................................................$
507,785
Firth.....................................................................$
477,422

Chadron...............................................................$
La Vista................................................................$
Aurora..................................................................$
Bennet..................................................................$
Scottsbluff........................................................... $
Louisville.............................................................$
North Platte.........................................................$
Ashland................................................................$
Wayne..................................................................$
Roca.....................................................................$
Raymond.............................................................$

459,064
418,218
417,297
405,343
386,802
385,974
369,675
368,241
353,763
317,336
307,003

Total Top 30 Nebraska Cities..............................$ 55,391,854
Total Other Nebraska Cities................................$ 12,860,823
Total Other States/Unassigned............................$
331,468
Total Payroll

$ 68,584,146

AppROpRIATED RESOURcES
Operations and Maintenance

Gross Annual Payroll
Traditional Guard..............................................$
Active Guard Reserve Title 32..........................$
Federal Civilian.................................................$
Total Payroll

18,247,220
29,939,119
20,397,808

$ 68,584,146

.

Cooperative Agreements
Facilities Programs............................................ $
Environmental...................................................$
Training System Support...................................$
Telecommunications .........................................$
Security Guards.................................................$
Electronic Security System...............................$
Distributive Learning........................................ $
Antiterrorism.....................................................$
Total
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13,144,100
1,329,382
514,900
965,419
737,320
238,200
189,900
88,000

$ 17,207,221

Equipment and Supplies........................................... $4,138.031
Repair Parts and Services.........................................$4,225,071
Fuel...........................................................................$1,837,850
Information Technology……………………….......$ 1,837,788
Travel and Training……………………................. $ 1,124,447
Food…………………………................................. $ 1,010,980
Local Purchases…………………………...............$ 1,243,754
Medical and Dental…………………………............. $197,290
Printing/Postal…….…………………………............. $50,274
Other…………….…….……………………................. $5,998
Total

$ 15,671,483

Total Appropriated Resources
$ 103,072,322

Annual Report 2017

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ECONOMIC IMPACT
Summary of Personnel
Traditional National Guard............................................. 2,917
Includes 328 full-time Military Federal Technicians
Active Guard Reserve Title 32............................................ 376
Active Duty Title 10.............................................................. 20
Total Army National Guard Strength
3,313
Federal Civil Service Technicians (Title V)....................... 20
State Employees................................................................. 56
39 Employees are 100% Federally funded

17 Employees are Federal/State combined funded
Total Personnel

Photo by Pfc. Elyse Lyons

Knee Deep: Soldiers from Headquarters and Headquarters
Troop, 1-134th Cavalry, use a sled to transport a casualty over a
stream during the annual Squad Medic Challenge held in October. The team consisted of Spc. Alexander Webster, Sgt. Jeffery
Hergenreder, Spc. Douglas Reiss and Spc. Kate Cole.

Equipment and Assets
Ground Vehicles............................................. $
237,870,086
Aircraft........................................................... $
264,499,055
Communication Equipment............................ $
70,403,119
Firefighting, Rescue, Safety & Support Equipment
........................................................................$
142,475,064
Information technology equipment................$
28,529,304
Clothing and equipment.................................$
19,967,329
Weapons.........................................................$
16,056,786
Furniture........................................................ $
885,776
Total

$780,686,519

3,389

Benefits & Incentives
Post 9/11 GI Bill (eligible maximum benefit).....$
Montgomery GI Bill (eligible benefits)............... $
Montgomery GI Bill Kicker (eligible benefits).... $
Federal Tuition Assistance................................... $
State of Nebraska Tuition Assistance................... $
Bonuses..............................................................$
Student Loan Repayment Program..................... $
Total Benefits & Incentives

31,419,931
8,580,288
1,881,600
577,490
288,974
950,250
636,525

$ 44,335,058

Real Property
Land Managed..........................................................6,338 Acres*
Facilities................................................2,243,811 Square Feet*
Total Land & Facilities Value........................... $772,429,702

Estimated Value of Indirect Jobs
Type of Personnel
# of Base Jobs Multiplier* Indirect Jobs
Traditional Guard
2,917
0.16
467
Active Guard Reserve Title 32
376
0.41
154
Active Duty Title 10
20
0.41
8
Federal Civilian
328
0.55
180
State Employees
56
0.55
31
Total Indirect Jobs 840
Estimated Dollar Value of Jobs** $ 37,115,168
Annual Mean Wage, Lincoln, NE $
44,170
*Source AFMAN 65-506
**Total Indirect Jobs multiplied by average Lincoln, Nebraska salary as reported by the United
States Department of Labor,
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_30700.htm#00-0000.
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AIR NATIONAL GUARD ECONOMIC IMPACT
PAYROLL BY NEBRASKA CITIES (FEDERAL FIScAL YEAR OcTOBER 1, 2016 - SEpTEMBER 30, 2017)
Lincoln................................................................$ 22,510,002
Omaha.................................................................$ 6,800,445
Papillion..............................................................$ 4,162,495
Bellevue...............................................................$ 3,005,856
Raymond.............................................................$
909,454
Gretna..................................................................$
889,586
Waverly...............................................................$
773,138
Elkhorn................................................................$
763,562
Milford................................................................$
647,805
Plattsmouth..........................................................$
625,211
La Vista................................................................$
517,196
Seward.................................................................$
427,870
Sterling................................................................ $
388,621
Ashland................................................................$
356,262
Malcolm..............................................................$
338,765
Fremont...............................................................$
287,459
Hickman.............................................................. $
281,487
Ralston.................................................................$
261,899
Herman................................................................$
240,338
Bennington.......................................................... $
237,566

Firth..................................................................... $
Sprague................................................................$
Palmyra................................................................ $
Roca..................................................................... $
Beaver Crossing.................................................. $
Beatrice................................................................ $
Davey.................................................................. $
Prague.................................................................. $
Denton................................................................. $
Kearney............................................................... $
Elba...................................................................... $
Blair.....................................................................$
David City...........................................................$
Other Cities (less than $150,000)........................$
Total Nebraska Cities

235,460
232,094
225,324
217,596
210,875
199,947
198,321
192,451
188,088
179,761
170,735
156,544
153,832
3,913,233

$ 50,899,282

Other States.........................................................$

2,679,263

Total Payroll........................................................$ 53,578,545

AppROpRIATED RESOURcES
Other Appropriated Resources

Gross Annual Payroll
Traditional Guard..............................................$
Active Guard Reserve Title 32..........................$
Federal Civilian.................................................$
Total Payroll

24,402,726
12,618,754
16,557,065

$ 53,578,545

Cooperative Agreements
Fire Protection...................................................$
Facilities Operations and Maintenance............. $
Security Guards.................................................$
Total

18

$

2,765,661
972,250
499,900
4,237,811

Flying Program.................................................. $
Supplies and Equipment....................................$
Operational Travel ...........................................$
Education & Training Travel.............................$
Other Services...................................................$
Base Repairs & Maintenance............................$
Communications................................................$
Environmental...................................................$
Total

79,111
1,135,097
1,211,952
643,225
240,322
25,234,733
93,327
13,007

$ 28,650,774

Total Appropriated Resources
$ 86,467,130
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AIR NATIONAL GUARD ECONOMIC IMPACT
Summary of Personnel
Traditional National Guard............................................. 875
Includes 214 full-time Military Federal Technicians
Active Guard Reserve Title 32............................................ 134
Active Duty Title 10................................................................ 1
Total Air National Guard Strength
1,010
Federal Civil Service Technicians......................................... 3
State Employees................................................................. 67
55 Employees are 100% Federally funded
12 Employees are 75%Federal/25% State combined funded
Total Personnel

1,080

Benefits & Incentives
Photo courtesy of the U.S. Embassy in Prague

Showing Resolve: A Nebraska Air National Guard KC-135
Stratotanker and a B-1 strategic bomber participate in a refueling
operation over Southwest Bohemia on Sept. 4 as part of the Ample Strike 2017 NATO exercise. The exercise involved over 1,300
personnel from 18 militaries and almost 40 aircraft.

Equipment and Assets
Aircraft.............................................................. $ 414,900,000
Support Equipment............................................$ 21,279,157
Vehicles.............................................................$
6,692,639
Aircraft Spare Parts...........................................$
6,978,114
Mobility Equipment.......................................... $
8,413,969
Warehouse Inventory.........................................$
7,557,696
Mobility Assets.................................................. $
3,595,137
Information Technology Assets......................... $
3,923,930
Munitions..........................................................$
306,324
Total

$ 473,646,966

Montgomery GI Bill (eligible benefits)............$
Montgomery GI Bill Kicker (eligible benefits).$
State of Nebraska Tuition Assistance................$
Bonuses.............................................................$
Student Loan Repayment Program...................$
Total Benefits & Incentives

$

1,174,500
1,096,200
265,760
857,000
27,612
3,421,072

Real Property
Land

Owned....................................................... 97 Acres
Leased........................................................ 32 Acres
Total
129 Acres

Facilities.................................................... 356,097 Square Feet
Total Land & Facilities Value........................... $406,978,000

Estimated Value of Indirect Jobs
Type of Personnel
# of Base Jobs Multiplier* Indirect Jobs
Traditional Guard
875
0.16
140
Active Guard Reserve Title 32
134
0.41
55
Active Duty Title 10
1
0.41
0
Federal Civilian
214
0.55
118
State Employees
67
0.55
37
Federal Civil Service Title 5
3
0.55
2
Contractors
4
0.55
2
Total Indirect Jobs 354
Estimated Dollar Value of Jobs** $ 15,753,000
*Source AFMAN 65-506
**Total Indirect Jobs multiplied by average Lancaster County, Nebraska, salary as reported by the United States Department of Labor.
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NEBRASKA MILITARY DEPARTMENT & NEMA ECONOMIC IMPACT
State Fiscal Year July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017
544 National and State Guard
General Funds
Salary................................................................$ 1,245,256
Benefits.............................................................$ 322,313
SOS Temp Services-Personnel..........................$
500
Utilities..............................................................$ 468,231
Repair & Maintenance-Real Property...............$ 749,156
Supplies.............................................................$
50,111
Equipment - Non-Capitalized...........................$
2,651
Contract Services..............................................$ 205,446
Miscellaneous Operations Expense..................$ 162,376
Travel Expenses................................................$
1,879
Machinery & Equipment...................................$
-0Vehicles (Supplies/Equipment).........................$
7,075
Miscellaneous Capital Outlay/Fixed Assets......$
1,113
$ 3,216,107

Cash Funds
$
6,697
$
-0$
-0$ 18,085
$ 135,808
$ 26,988
$ 27,000
$ 46,549
$ 380,375
$
-0$
-0$
-0$
-0-

Federal Funds
$ 5,501,222
$ 1,812,133
$
46,356
$ 1,795,515
$ 10,267,086
$ 1,215,832
$
14,004
$ 3,491,930
$ 4,921,590
$
64,175
$
232,660
$
38,405
$
190,301

Total
$ 6,753,175
$ 2,134,446
$
46,856
$ 2,281,831
$11,152,050
$ 1,292,931
$
43,655
$ 3,743,925
$ 5,464,341
$
66,054
$ 232,660
$
45,480
$ 191,414

$ 641,502

$ 29,591,209

$33,448,818

548 Tuition Assistance Program
General Funds
Cash Funds Federal Funds
Government Aid................................................$ 625,208		
-0-		
-0-

$

Total
625,208

545 Nebraska Emergency Management Agency
General Funds
Salary.................................................................$ 604,240
Benefits..............................................................$ 194,042
SOS Temp Services-Personnel............................$
-0Utilities..............................................................$
15,000
Repair & Maintenance-Real Property.................$
5,000
Supplies..............................................................$
21,150
Equipment - Non-Capitalized............................$
5,200
Contract Services................................................$
18,300
Miscellaneous Operations Expense.....................$ 480,677
Travel Expenses..................................................$
36,561
Machinery & Equipment...................................$
-0Vehicles (Supplies/Equipment)...........................$
1,200
Miscellaneous Capital Outlay/Fixed Assets.........$
21,500
Government Aid................................................$
-0$ 1,402,870

Cash Funds
$ 210,095
$ 69,715
$
-0$
-0$
500
$ 51,340
$
6,747
$
2,100
$ 62,600
$ 30,800
$
5,000
$
1,700
$ 112,332
$
-0-

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Federal Funds
1,151,124
329,200
-015,000
7,500
17,150
9,704
18,300
135,673
37,161
-0600
21,500
1,654,842

Total
$ 1,965,459
$ 592,957
$
-0$
30,000
$
13,000
$
89,640
$
21,651
$
38,700
$ 678,950
$ 104,522
$
5,000
$
3,500
$ 155,332
$ 1,654,842

$ 552,929

$ 3,697,754

$ 5,353,553

192 Governor’s Emergency Fund
General Funds
Sub-Recipient Payments - SEFA*.......................$
-0Government Aid................................................$ 250,000
$250,000

Cash Funds Federal Funds
-0$ 4,500,000
-0$
-0-

$
$

$

-0-

$ 4,500,000

Total
$ 4,500,000
$ 250,000
$ 4,750,000

*Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards
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JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Adjutant General
Maj. Gen. Daryl L. Bohac
Deputy Adjutant General/
Assistant Adjutant General, Army
Brig. Gen. Richard H. Dahlman
Assistant Adjutant General, Air
Brig. Gen. Bob Stevenson
Army Land Component Commander
Brig. Gen. Kevin D. Lyons
Assistant Adjutant General, Joint
Brig. Gen. Wendy K. Johnson
Army National Guard Chief of Staff
Col. Richard A. Gray
Joint Staff Chief of Staff
Col. Chris S. Collins

Army National Guard
Command Chief Warrant Officer
Chief Warrant Officer 5 Teresa A. Domeier
Army National Guard
State Command Sergeant Major
Command Sgt. Marty L. Baker
Air National Guard
State Command Chief Master Sergeant
Command Chief Master Sgt. Tyrone F. Bingham

Other Notable Nebraska National Guard Officers
wLt. Gen. Timothy Kadavy, Director, Army National Guard
wMaj. Gen. Richard J. Evans III, Mobilization Assistant
to the Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
wMaj. Gen. Michael D. Navrkal, Mobilization Assistant
to the Deputy Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
wBrig. Gen. Jessica Meyeraan, National Guard Bureau
Vice Director - J1

Location: Lincoln, Nebraska
Subordinate Units:
1969th Contingency Contracting Team
105th Military History Detachment

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Army
wConducted a successful Army Best
Warrior Competition in early March,
which involved both select members of
the Nebraska Army National Guard as
well as two Airmen from the Czech Republic.
wOversaw the deployment of more
than 50 Soldiers assigned to two Nebraska Army National Guard units and
the return of more than 130 Soldiers assigned to three Nebraska Army Guard
units following successful overseas deployments. The deployments spanned
the U.S. Central Command, U.S. Africa
Command and U.S. Southern Command
areas of operation.
wInitiated a year-long project to build
closer ties between Nebraska Army National Guard recruiters and Nebraska
teachers during a series of educator
flights. The flights were part of a yearlong community outreach effort that
involved aviation and equipment static
displays, color guards, band concerts and
the first Nebraska Army National Guard
aviation flyovers in more than five years.
wOversaw the continued transformation of the 67th Maneuver Enhancement
Brigade and other Nebraska Army Na-
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Photo by Pfc. Elyse Lyons

Hurricane Mission: Soldiers and Airmen of the Nebraska National Guard Joint Operations Center staff track the Nebraska National Guard’s support to the Hurricane Irma relief
operations in Florida.
tional Guard units involving approximately one-third of the Nebraska Army
National Guard’s assigned Soldiers.
wConducted a successful Adjutant
General Marksmanship Sustainment
Exercise in August that attracted 117
Nebraska Army and Air National Guard
shooters from across the state.
Air
wCompleted a three-phase Officer
Performance Report/Enlistment Per-

formance Report training encompassing
briefings, group and one-on-one training.
At the conclusion of the training the staff
was able to send over 250 performance
reports to the Air Reserve Personnel
Center.
wThe Joint Force Headquarters Air
Guard staff, with the assistance of the
155th Air Refueling Wing’s Student
Flight, provided drinks and food at the
Nebraska Air National Guard waterpoint during the 2017 Lincoln/National
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JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS
2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Guard Marathon held in May.
wChief Master Sgt. Tyrone Bingham
assumed the position as the Nebraska Air
National Guard’s command chief master
sergeant while James “Bob” Stevenson
was promoted to brigadier general and assumed the position of assistant adjutant
general, Nebraska Air National Guard.
Joint
wThe Nebraska National Guard joint
staff continued to organize the Nebraska
National Guard’s domestic response capabilities into standing task force structures that provide better predictability
for various National Guard personnel
and equipment which may be required
for specific types of state emergencies
(Task Force Weather, Task Force Wildland Fire, Task Force National Guard
Emergency Response Force, etc.)
w18 Nebraska National Guardsmen
traveled to Camp Williams, Utah, for Exercise Cyber Shield 17, the National Guard’s
premier cyber defense training event.

Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Sweet Welcome: Sgt. 1st Class Chris Rodysill smiles as he holds his son, Blake, while his
wife, Lindsey, looks on with a grin after the 1969th Contingency Contracting Team completed
its deployment to the Middle East, June 24.

wMembers of the Nebraska National Guard supported Nebraska’s solar
eclipse activities in August, to include
dispatching Soldiers and a water buffalo
to Seward following a local water emergency caused by localized flooding.

wThe Nebraska National Guard conducted two emergency deployment readiness exercises that tested the ability of
the Nebraska National Guard to employ
both the Task Force Wildland Fire and
National Guard Emergency Response
Force in addition to an emergency response exercise involving the use of Nebraska National Guard personnel and
equipment for potential winter storms.
wThe Nebraska National Guard hosted the Czech Minister of Defense, Martin
Stropnicky, during his visit to Lincoln to
learn more about the Nebraska National Guard’s continuing State Partnership
Program relationship with the Czech Republic. Several months later, the Nebraska National Guard hosted the Czech Ambassador to the United States, Dr. Hynek
Kmonicek, in Lincoln during discussions
about the State Partnership Program.
wThe Nebraska National Guard oversaw a dramatic increase in State Partnership Program activities with members of
the Czech Republic military, including
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wConducted the Operation Drake
full-scale exercise with local, state, and
regional officials at Mead, Ashland, and
Lincoln. The exercise tested the ability of the organization to respond to requests for assistance to mitigate a large
scale hazardous material event which
required capabilities beyond what was
available in the State of Nebraska.
Photo by Capt. Cody Cade

Documenting History: Staff Sgt. Koan
Nissen, 105th Military History Detachment,
takes photos of National Guard support activities in hurricane devastated Puerto Rico.
hosting 55 Czech Soldiers during three
separate two-week annual training exercises. The engagements also included
numerous activities both in Nebraska
and in the Czech Republic.

wMobilized and deployed Nebraska
National Guard forces for hurricane operations upon receiving eight requests
for assistance from other state and territory officials through the Emergency
Management Assistance Compact. The
hurricane response mission was the
Nebraska National Guard’s longest sustained out-of-state domestic emergency
response mission in the organization’s
history.
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67TH MANEUVER ENHANCEMENT BRIGADE
Headquarters Location
Lincoln, Nebraska
Subordinate Units
Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
67th MEB
402nd Military Police Battalion
126th Chemical Battalion
Commander
Col. Craig W. Strong
Senior Enlisted Leader
Command Sgt. Maj.
Dean A. Reicks

128th Engineer Battalion
734th Brigade Support Battalion
1st Infantry Division Main Command Post Operational Detachment (MCPOD)
234th Brigade Signal Company (NSC)

Communities with 67th Maneuver
Enhancement Brigade Armories or
Readiness Centers
Lincoln
Kearney
O’Neill
Scottsbluff
Columbus
Hastings
Wahoo
York
Norfolk
Omaha
Chadron
Grand Island
Nebraska City
delivery missions, and removed debris
from public areas and schools.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

wThe 402nd Military Police Battalion mobilized for duty in support of Operation Enduring Freedom to the U.S.
Southern Command area of operations.
55 Soldiers deployed to provide headquarters level support to a brigade-sized
formation. The battalion also successfully transitioned three subordinate companies (195th Forward Support Company (Special Operations) (Airborne), the
165th Quartermaster Company and the
1057th Military Police Company into its
command.

wIn February the 234th Brigade Signal Company supported Austere Challenge 2017 in Grafenwoehr, Germany.
The setup support platoon installed over
29 miles of cable and installed 1,500+
SIPR and NIPR systems to support the
operations, while the helpdesk support
platoon provided command and control
for all helpdesk operations while successfully closing over 2,000 helpdesk
trouble tickets. The 234th BSC also executed several communications exercises
throughout the training year.
wThe 623rd Engineer Company conducted an overseas training exercise at
Joint Multinational Readiness Center,
Hohenfels, Germany. The 623rd Eng.
Co. conducted various projects including
consulate fortification, building a parking lot, wall repairs, breezeway design,
and ToiToi Hut construction.
wIn October the 67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade headquarters served
as the disaster relief Joint Task Force in
the U.S. Virgin Islands after two hurricanes caused severe damage to the three
main islands’ infrastructures in September. The unit mobilized 58 Nebraska Guardsmen, including two Nebraska Air Guard Airmen, for the 30-day
mission. The brigade provided mission
command to Soldiers and Airmen from
over 40 states and territories (1,491 ser-
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Photo by Pfc. Elyse Lyons

Hero, Best Friend, Son: Spc. Eric Roe hugs
his mom after completing a deployment with
the 1st Infantry Division Main Command
Post - Operational Detachment in July.
vice members from 94 different units)
involved in aviation and air medical
evacuation, military police, engineers,
medical professionals, transportation,
logistics, passenger terminal operations
and airport security support mission.
Additionally, the MEB supported territorial and federal Emergency Management Agency operations, over 450 Virgin
Island Police Department patrols, reimaged 281 VING computers, installed
eight satellites, conducted maintenance
on generators supporting VING and civil authorities, conducted daily logistical

wThe 734th Transportation Battalion
transformed to a brigade support battalion in training year 2017. The 267th Surface Maintenance Company became part
of the battalion through force restructuring and the 1057th Military Police Company was placed under the supervision
of the 734th BSB while the 402nd Military Police Batttalion is deployed.
wThe 734th Brigade Support Battalion conducted its annual training at the
Kearney readiness center, Camp Ashland, the Mead Training Site and the
Greenlief Training Site where Soldiers
assigned to the organization’s headquarters company, Company A and Company
B concentrated on drivers training, setting up tactical operations centers and
operating in a field environment. Units
also focused on such squad- and pla-
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67TH MANUEVER ENHANCEMENT BRIGADE
Citizen-Soldier Spotlight:

W
Photo by Maj. Carlos Van Nurdenden

U.S. Virgin Islands Mission: Lt. Col. Jan
Behn and 2nd Lt. Raquel Chavez prepare
for a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter flight to
St.Thomas while supporting hurricane relief
operations in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
toon-level training as purifying water
from the Platte River, water transportation, fuel transportation and delivery,
and field maintenance.
wThe 267th Surface Maintenance
Company conducted annual training at
Camp Dodge, Iowa, where it performed
maintenance tasks under the Sustainment Training Center field maintenance
training team.
wMembers of the 1057th Military
Police Company implemented their new
organization a year early, with most
Soldiers spending their annual training
attending two phases of military police
training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri,
or other MP training locations.
wThe 192nd Military Police Detachment (Law and Order) held its annual
training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, where it conducted right seat rides
with their active Army counterparts and
utilized the fort’s military police training facilities to conduct active shooter
training, military police investigation
training and traffic control management
investigation training.
wThe 754th Chemical Company completed annual training at Fort Leonard
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Capt. Paul A. Proctor

hen multiple hurricanes hit
the United States in 2017,
there was one Nebraska
Army National Guard Soldier who answered the call for relief and recovery
support not once,
but three times.
Capt. Paul Proctor, the 67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade’s air
space management
officer, said Nebraska
aviators
are called upon
Proctor
regularly, with the
crews rotating through support assignments based on their availability.
Without too much going on at home
when the first call came for air crews
to support Hurricane Harvey relief efforts in Texas, he casually volunteered.
“I just tried to do my part, to help
out when I could,” he said. “I figured it
would be one and done.”
Ultimately, Proctor would participate in three separate hurricane relief
and recovery support missions in Texas, Florida and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Each mission was a different experience. In Texas, Proctor was an air
crew member aboard a CH-47 Chi-

Wood, Missouri, where it concentrated on collective training, tackled the
team-building obstacle course and conducted a 36-hour field training exercise
while also training with 15 soldiers from
the Czech Republic. The company also
participated in the major, multi-state
emergency response exercise at the
Mead Training Site in August.
wThe 128th Engineer Battalion activated on July 22 in Columbus.

2018 GOALS
wField a skilled and proficient maneuver enhancement force to support
large combat formations and to meet the

nook helicopter that primarily moved
food, water, supplies and equipment.
During the Hurricane Irma mission.
In Florida he served as an assistant
operations officer, acting as the brigade liaison and working with the
Kentucky National Guard. And in the
U.S. Virgin Islands he was the aviation
liaison, building flight schedules to get
things moved around the islands.
“I didn’t see that one coming,” Proctor said of the month-long deployment
to St. Croix. Still, it was something he
knew he had to do.
“When you see somebody you
helped, and they come up and say
thank you, that was what makes it all
worth it,” he said. “You really feel like
what you are doing means something
to someone.”
Proctor works for a medical device
manufacturer. While he considers both
his full-time job and his position with
the Nebraska Army National Guard to
be pretty demanding, he’s been fortunate to find balance between the two.
“My employer was really supportive through each hurricane,” he said.
“There are times when I have to miss
one for the other and vice-versa, but
communication is what keeps the balance.”
state’s needs during emergencies.
wDevelop individual and team skills
in our three primary occupational specialties (engineer, military police, chemical) through institutional training and
rigorous unit level collective training.
wUtilize every asset and opportunity
to collectively train with each subordinate functional battalion to learn and
grow in the new organization.
wLeverage skills and talents of the
organization’s diverse and storied history to benefit the state and represent
the Nebraska National Guard with the
active Army.
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92ND TROOP COMMAND
Subordinate Units
110th Multifunctional Medical Battalion
1-134th Cavalry
1-376th Aviation (Security and Support)
72nd Civil Support Team (CST)
Medical Detachment
195th Forward Support Company (Special
Operations) (Airborne)

189th Transportation Company
1075th Transportation Company
111th Public Affairs Detachment
43rd Army Band
195th Rigger Support Team
Detachment 1, 641st Aviation

Communities with 92nd Troop Command Armories or Readiness Centers
Commander
Col. Eric J. Teegerstrom
Senior Enlisted Leader
Command Sgt. Maj. Robert C. West Jr.
Headquarters Location
Lincoln

Beatrice
Broken Bow
Columbus
Grand Island
Hastings (Greenlief Training Site)
Lincoln (Penterman, East Campus)
McCook

Mead Training Site
Norfolk
North Platte
Omaha (North Omaha RC)
Sidney
Wayne

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
wCompany G, 2-104th General Support Aviation Battalion, and an Army
Special Operations Forces Support Operation (ASPO) Team from the 195th
Forward Support Company (Special Operations) (Airborne) returned from overseas deployments in April while several
members of Detachment 1, 641st Aviation, deployed to the Horn of Africa.
wA number of 92nd Troop Command
Soldiers competed internationally in
their crafts in 2017. These included
Soldiers from the 1-134th Cavalry who
placed 22nd and 26th in a Czech Republic Sniper Competition, ahead of all other U.S. competitors. They also included
Soldiers from the 195th Forward Support Company (Special Operations) (Airborne), Company E (Long Range Surveillance), 134th Infantry, and the 195th
Rigger Support Team who competed in
Leapfest, an international airborne competition in Rhode Island. Seven Nebraska Soldiers placed in the top 20 of 280
competitors.
wThe 1-134th Cavalry conducted a
successful June annual training at Fort
Riley, Kansas, building individual readiness within the unit. Two highlights
were successful helocast operations and
gunnery, and the first live firing of TOW
and Javelin missile systems in more
than a decade.
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Photo by Spc. Lisa Crawford

Dragon Fire: Soldiers from the 1-134th Cavalry Squadron duck away from the blast of a
120mm mortar weapons system, Oct. 21, during Nebraska’s first live-fire mortar training at
Fort Riley, Kan., in more than a decade.
wThe 110th Multifunctional Medical
Battalion and 313th Ground Ambulance
Company conducted annual training at
Camp Rapid, South Dakota, in June in
support of the Golden Coyote exercise.
The 110th coordinated patient evacuation and supplies throughout western
South Dakota. It also won the regional
Philip Connelly Food Service Award and
qualified to compete for the competition’s national title later in 2018.

wThe 1-376th Aviation participated in Patriot Exercise, a joint domestic
emergency response operation exercise
at Volk Field, Wisconsin, integrating
their operations with members of the
U.S. Air Force, other Army National
Guard units and participating civilian
agencies.
wA few weeks later, elements of the
1-376th Aviation were deployed to Hous-
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92ND TROOP COMMAND
Citizen-Soldier Spotlight:

Sgt. 1st Class John J. Walker

T

Walker
Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Birthday Salute: The 43rd Army Band
kicked off Nebraska’s 150th “Salute to the
Good Life” event on Sept. 22 by playing
a nearly hour-long concert in front of the
Nebraska State Capitol.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ton, Texas, in support of the Hurricane
Harvey rescue efforts, while the battalion headquarters deployed a few weeks
later to Jacksonville, Florida, to coordinate rescue and recovery efforts following Hurricane Irma.
wCompany E (Long Range Surveillance), 134th Infantry, traveled to Gotland, Sweden, in September and participated in the Aurora Exercise as an
OPFOR element to the Swedish Army.
The multinational exercise was Sweden’s largest in more than 20 years.

2018 GOALS
wContinue to build readiness within
92nd Troop Command units to be able to
respond to state and federal needs. This
will be accomplished through the operations process by continuing to build ready
Soldiers and units, while also ensuring
families are provided multiple opportunities to gain/give support through the organization’s combined team.
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his was a year of many hats
for Nebraska Army National
Guard Sgt. 1st Class John
Walker, readiness noncommissioned
officer for Grand Island’s Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
1-376th Aviation Battalion (Security
and Support).
Besides his normal day-to-day
duties administratively supporting
the unit’s Soldiers and facilitating
normal training schedules, personnel
shortages meant Walker was asked to
serve as the acting supply sergeant
and logistics officer. Trained as an
information system chief, Walker
also found himself performing signal
support duties along the way as well,
especially during drill weekends and
annual training.
When Walker’s unit was called up
to support relief and recovery efforts
in Florida following Hurricane Irma,
Walker said he felt the weight of all of
the unit requirements.
“Our op-tempo this year was
incredible,” Walker said. “Within our
battalion everything was fast-paced
and accurate, and we accomplished
numerous missions at multiple locations.”
Walker said while the unit’s personnel were spread thin, the battalion
team was ready to go when the deployment order arrived. “It’s not just
one person’s accomplishments,” he
said. “Everyone did what was asked of
them and I think that’s what makes

w92nd Troop Command is parallel
planning with Recruiting and Retention
and fellow Nebraska Army National
Guard major subordinate commands to
re-shape recruiting and retention within
its formations. The organization is working to provide units with opportunities
through assumption of area of operations
within their respective Nebraska communities, conducting targeting operations at appropriate levels for recruiting,
and focusing on retention efforts.

aviation special.”
Walker joined the Nebraska Army
National Guard looking for that sense
of service shortly after the terrorist
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. Now a fulltime Active Guard
Reserve Soldier,
he said he remains
in the military for
the camaraderie,
teamwork and the
sense of family
he has within the
Guard.
When not in
Walker
uniform, Walker
can usually be found coaching his
kids’ sports teams and volunteering
with his church, Third City Christian
Church of Grand Island, at least three
days a week. Originally a teacher
there, he is now primarily focused on
coordinating safety teams focused on
parking assistance, medical response
and security – all of which leverage
the skills he’s learned in the Army
National Guard.
“The knowledge I have gained on
creating (Standard Operating Procedures) and memos, and general leadership skills for dealing with people
helps with training and coaching,” he
said.
“Whether I’m leading a group of
7-year-old kids on the field, adults in
a congregation or Soldiers, it all boils
down to two things: leadership and
discipline.”
wThe organization will continue to
develop overseas relationships with
U.S. Army Europe and NATO Allies
(EUCOM-Sweden, England, Germany)
through overseas deployment training.
w92nd Troop Command will continue to develop relationships through the
State Partnership Program with the
Czech Republic through multiple past operations and contacts from exercises and
competitions.
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209TH REGIMENT (REGIONAL TRAINING INSTITUTE)

Commander
Col Shane M. Martin
Senior Enlisted Leader
Command Sgt. Maj. Robert C. Keck
Headquarters Location
Camp Ashland, Nebraska

Subordinate Units
1/209th Battalion
(Noncommissioned Officer Academy)
2/209th Battalion
(Officer Candidate School (OCS)
Warrant Officer Candidate School (WOCS))
3/209th Battalion
(88M Military Occupational Speciality Qualification (MOSQ))
Training Center Command

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
wSelected as one of eight sites nationally to instruct the 88M truck driver
training course as part of the One Army
School System.
wInstructed more than 2,000 Soldiers
from the active Army, Army National
Guard and U.S. Army Reserves.
wTransitioned from a contracted dining facility to a “Green Dining Facility”
led, managed and ran by Nebraska Army
National Guard Soldiers.
wAssisted the Czech Army in standing up their equivalent to the Basic
Leaders Course by doctrine writing, program of instruction development and
overseeing implementation of the course
in the Czech Republic.
Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

wBecame the first Noncommissioned
Officer Academy in the Army to transition to a decentralized mobile platform
for delivery of the Basic Leaders Course
program of instruction, effectively turning the camp into a mobile classroom by
untethering students from desktop configured platforms through wireless tablet use.

New Bars, New Mission: Newly-commissioned 2nd Lt. Joel Tapsoda receives his newly-earned gold bars during the Aug. 6 Officer Candidate School graduation ceremony
conducted in the State Capitol rotunda. Tapsoda was one of eight Nebraska Soldiers who
graduated from the 18-month course.

wConducted the first Nebraska Army
National Guard Master Fitness Trainer
Mobile Training Team producing more
than 20 master fitness trainers for Nebraska Army National Guard units.

wEstablished a camp wide Wi-Fi capability.

wWrote the National Guard Bureau
certification requirements for the states’
master fitness trainer and was awarded
the first MFT authorization of the 54 be-
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cause of it.
wHosted three cultural awareness
events in accordance with the unit’s Special Emphasis Program celebrating cultural diversity.
wGraduated three senior noncommissioned officers from the newly-created
Master Leader Course.
wPlanned, executed and served as
noncommissioned officer-in-charge for
the Nebraska Army National Guard’s
annual Best Warrior Competition.

wSelected as one of five sites designated to instruct the Foundations Instructor Facilitator Course (FIFC) train
the trainer.

wStaff Sgt. Christopher Moulton of
the 1st Battalion, 209th RTI, finished in
the top three of the state’s Best Warrior
Competition.
wRenovated the camp gym and furnished the camp chapel.
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209TH REGIMENT (REGIONAL TRAINING INSTITUTE)
Citizen-Soldier Spotlight:

Sgt. 1st Class Jenny D. Bos

P
Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Warrant Officer Candidates: Nebraska
Army National Guard Warrant Officer Candidates Benjamin Helmink and Adam Fischer
work on a written assignment during the first
day of their course at Camp Ashland.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
wFirst unit to fully transition to the
Windows 10 operating system.
wConducted multiple iterations of the
Nebraska Army National Guard’s Fit For
Life Annual Training (FFLAT), which assisted in increasing the state’s individual
Soldier readiness rates.
wCol. Shane Martin assumed command of the regiment from Col. Curtis
Abendroth while Lt. Col. Vernon Chandler assumed command of 2nd Battalion,
209th RTI, from Lt. Col. John Berry.
wA new range operations building was
established at the Greenlief Training Site
while ground was broken for a new fitness facility at Camp Ashland.
wConducted the first-ever Officer Candidate School graduation ceremony at the
State Capitol on Aug. 6.
wRunner-up for the Nebraska Army
National Guard’s Command Supply Excellence Award (TDA Small).
wConverted 90 percent of all supply
functions to digital, thus saving paper
and reducing operating costs and waste.
wDonated nearly 3,000 units of blood
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robably one of the National
Guard’s greatest strengths is
the ability of its Soldiers and
Airmen to combine both their military and civilian skills to creatively
overcome any challenges they might
face. Sgt. 1st Class
Jenny D. Bos of the
Nebraska Army
National Guard’s
3rd Battalion, 209th
Regiment (Regional
Training Institute),
is a great example
of this strength.
Bos is a truck
Bos
driving instructor
at Camp Ashland where she helps
Soldiers from across the country learn
how to drive some of the Army’s biggest
rigs. She’s also an elementary school
teacher at Columbus’ Lost Creek Elementary School where she helps some
of the communities’ youngest students
meet their big educational goals.
It is a merging of talents that fits
Bos well.
“I like the flexibility in the unit and
the chance to teach people to do something that they might not think that
they’re able to do,” said Bos, a mother
of three and 16-year veteran of the
Nebraska Army National Guard who
started her career as a truck driver in

Columbus’ 1075th Transportation Company. “A lot of people are intimidated by
big pieces of equipment, like driving a
big truck. I like giving them the confidence to know that they can do it.”
Bos said her civilian teaching experience helps her tackle challenges at
the RTI by giving her insight into the
science of how people learn.
“Teaching elementary school students has given me a lot of patience,”
said Bos. “It also has given me the
ability to know how to apply instruction
from different approaches based upon
the different modalities of learning.”
At the same time, she said, the military has made her a stronger teacher
and member of the Columbus community.
“I’m definitely not as shy or as
reserved as I used to be,” said Bos, who
in 2004 became the first Nebraska Army
National Guard woman to be awarded
the Bronze Star with “Valor” device for
helping save two wounded unit Soldiers
during an ambush in Iraq. “The military
has given me the confidence to step up
and lend my voice when I see something
or know that my point of view may be of
assistance.”
“I think that has definitely made me
a stronger teacher as well as given me
the ability to help out in my community
more.”

and blood products to the Nebraska Community Blood Bank.

wObtain the highest marks of the Nebraska Army National Guard Major Subordinate Command for the OIP.

2018 GOALS
wObtain exemplary marks for this
year’s tri-annual U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command (TRADOC) accreditation.
wAchieve TRADOC designation as Institution of Excellence.
wWin the 2018 Supply Excellence
Award (Small TDA).

wContinue to pursue opportunities to
obtain and host additional mobile training teams.
wContinue to build upon the successes obtained regarding Morale, Welfare
and Recreation (MWR) activities aboard
Camp Ashland.
wLaunch our quarter publication of
the 209th RTI, also known as the Victory
Report.
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155TH AIR REFUELING WING

Commander
Col. Robert E. Hargens

Subordinate Units
155th Mission Support Group

Senior Enlisted Leader
Chief Master Sgt. Jeffrey A. Horne

155th Maintenance Group

Headquarters Location
Lincoln, Nebraska

155th Medical Group

155th Operations Group

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
wEarned its 13th U.S. Air Force Outstanding Air Force Unit Award for the
time period Sept. 1, 2014, to Aug. 31,
2016. The U.S. Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award is awarded by the Secretary
of the Air Force to numbered units that
have distinguished themselves by exceptionally meritorious service or outstanding achievement that clearly sets the
unit above and apart from similar units.
wMembers of the 155th Logistics
Readiness Squadron conducted annual
training at Ramstein Air Force Base,
Germany, in May, while members of
the 155th Security Forces Squadron received important improvised explosive
device identification training during
their annual training in June at Joint
Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska.
wMembers of the 155th Medical
Group and others supported the major
multi-state disaster response exercise
in August at the Mead Training Site
as members of the Nebraska National
Guards (Chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and high explosive) Enhanced Response Force Package (CERFP).
wProvided personnel, supplies and
air support for Hurricane relief operations in Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands.
wForty-four 155th Medical Group
personnel deployed to Texas treating
150 patients following Hurricane Harvey, while 155th Security Forces Squadron members, 155th Air Transportation
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Photo by Airman 1st Class Jamie Titus

Alaska Training: A Nebraska Airman with the 155th Security Forces Squadron participates
in virtual simulator training at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska.
wDeployed 102 Airmen to multiple
areas of responsibility worldwide while
executing more than 3,380 mishap-free
flying hours.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Denise Mommens

Nebraska Proud: Members of the Nebraska
Air National Guard CERFP medical team
pose for a photo before deploying to Texas
in support of the Hurricane Harvey relief
efforts.
specialists and unit aircrew assisted in
Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands.

wThe 155th Air Refueling Wing was
awarded the National Guard Bureau’s
Curtis N. “Rusty” Metcalf Trophy, which
recognizes the airlift or air refueling
wing that demonstrates the highest
standards of mission accomplishment in
the Air National Guard.
wThe Nebraska Air National Guard is
one of two states to be over 100 percent
end-strength and over 90 percent effectively manned. The state’s 104 percent
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155TH AIR REFUELING WING
Citizen-Airman Spotlight:

Tech. Sgt. Bryan J. Schuka

N

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jason Wilson

Warm Embraces: Maj. Michael Piening,
155th Air Refueling Wing, hugs his family
after returning home from a deployment,
Aug. 26, at the Nebraska National Guard air
base in Lincoln. Piening deployed in support
of Operation Inherent Resolve.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
end strength is the highest it’s been in
15 years.
wSupported Nebraska’s State Partnership Program with the Czech Republic by hosting the Czech Minister of
Defense, performing multiple training
flights at home and in the Czech Republic, and helping train Czech military firefighters.

2018 GOALS
wFight the Good Fight...
]Leadership and engagement in our role of strategic deterrence.
]Combat ready forces able
to decisively respond in every
theater.
]‘Train like we fight’ — Robust program focused on mission core tasks.
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ew York native, Tech. Sgt.
Bryan J. Schuka works as
an in-flight refueling operator with the Nebraska Air National
Guard 173rd Air
Refueling Squadron. He is responsible for conducting
mission planning
on local and overseas sorties, cargo
loading and offloading thousands
of pounds of fuel to
Schuka
aircraft in-flight.
After completing his first year of
college at Seton Hall University in
New Jersey, Schuka transferred to the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where
he majored in Meteorology for two
years before transferring to Nebraska
Wesleyan. While attending Wesleyan,
he met his wife and graduated with a
degree in Business. In February 2001,
he took the oath of enlistment, joining
the Nebraska Air National Guard as
a firefighter. In 2005, he would crosstrain into aerial refueling.
During his 11-year career as an
in-flight refueling operator, Schuka
has flown over 574 sorties and accumulated over 2,300 flying hours. He

has deployed in support of CENTCOM,
flying over 100 combat sorties and over
600 combat hours. While flying in support of PACOM, he offloaded 400,000
pounds of fuel to 20 strategic bombers.
In addition to Schucka’s regular
duty as an in-flight refueling operator,
he is a full-time fire fighter with the
city of Omaha. During his 11-year tenure with Omaha Fire Department, he
has responded to multiple natural-gas
line incidents, evacuating hundreds of
civilians in a two block blast zone. He
has conducted several water rescue
missions and rescued a buried construction worker from a collapsed
trench.
Schuka is a current member of the
FEMA Nebraska Task Force-1 Omaha
Urban Search and Rescue team and
has deployed on short notice to assist
in search and rescue missions during
Hurricane Irma.
In addition to the military and OFD,
Schuka is a team member of the Fire
Fighter Honor Guard, dedicating his
time for city ceremonies, and custom
and courtesies. He also volunteers as
a mentor for the athletic youth group
TeamMates and educates elementary
students on the importance of fire
safety.

wGuard the Good Life...
]Essential capabilities in
our domestic role.
]Grass roots connection in
our communities.
]Partnerships and teamwork at home and abroad.
wEmpower Good Airmen...
]Epitomize the Air Force
Core Values and carry on the
Nebraska legacy.
]Deliberate and focused
approach developing Airmen in
the Profession of Arms.
]Strive to maintain the
right balance for Airmen, families and employers.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Jamie Titus

Mentorship: Airman Edward Wisnieski,
who enlisted as an aircrew flight equipment
technician with the 155th Operations Support
Squadron, talks to Senior Master Sgt.William
Triplette, June 4, about providing feedback
in the workplace.
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170TH GROUP

Commander
Lt. Col. David A. Preisman

Subordinate Units
170th Operations Support Squadron
238th Combat Training Squadron

Senior Enlisted Leader
Vacant

Headquarters Location
Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska

Photo courtesy of Lt. Col. David Preisman

Reward For Outstanding Work: Tech. Sgt.
Brittany Bowers, 170th Operations Support
Squadron, receives a coin from the commander of the 55th Wing in recognition of her
work in the Aircrew Flight Equipment shop.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
wPilots, navigators, electronic warfare officers and airborne systems engineers from the 170th Group flew 3,700+
flight hours over 680 sorties in support
of the 55th Wing’s intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) missions.
w170th Group instructors, base operations, Host Aviation Resource Management (HARM), Aircrew Flight Equipment (AFE) and weather professionals
ensured the graduation of 520 aircrew
students in 2017.
wThe 170th Group provided the lead
officer and key support for the 55th Operations Group’s number one priority,
the Readiness Assessment Cycle (RAC).
The RAC articulates RC-135 capability
and readiness upward through cohesive
fusing of disparate operational data.
wMembers of the 170th Group led the
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Photo courtesy of Lt. Col. David Preisman

Aerial Training: Members of the Nebraska Air National Guard’s 170th Group maneuver a
TC-135 aircraft into position during aerial refueling training.
55th Wing push to acquire and employ
over 2,000 iPads, creating Air Combat
Command’s benchmark Electronic Flight
Bag program for use on RC-135 missions.
wThe 170th Operations Support
Squadron’s Aircrew Flight Equipment
shop created an F-2B “shouldered”
washer that alleviated a critical life raft
deficiency. The valve is now in production Air Force-wide.
wAirmen from the 170th Group created and manned key positions in the
new 55th Wing Communications Support Unit (CSU) and Wing Operations
Center (WOC). The CSU and its parent

WOC serve as the nerve center of worldwide RC-135 intelligence operations.
wThe 170th Group successfully hosted Lt. Gen. Gina Grosso, deputy chief of
staff for Manpower, Personnel and Services, Headquarters, U.S. Air Force, and
Lt. Gen. L. Scott Rice, director of the Air
National Guard on a groundbreaking
visit to Offutt Air Force Base in May.
wLt. Col. David Preisman took the
group guidon from Col. Mark Hopson
during a change of command ceremony
for the 170th Group held Nov. 4 at the
557th Weather Wing auditorium on Offutt Air Force Base.
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170TH GROUP
Citizen-Airman Spotlight:

I

Photo courtesy of Lt. Col. David Preisman

Washington Visit: (From left) Lt. Col. Mike
Holdcroft, Lt. Col. Dave Preisman, Lt. Col.
Wendy Squarcia, Lt. Col. Brad Winter, Master
Sgt. Tony Whitfield and Master Sgt. James
Westerdale pose on the steps of the U.S.
National Capitol during a Nebraska National
Guard legislative visit to the National Capitol
Region in November.

2018 GOALS

Tech. Sgt. Guillermo J. Rosas

nformation technology isn’t the
most glamorous job in the military, but with today’s digital grip
on the way the world runs, it might
just be the most important.
Lucky for the Nebraska Air National Guard, Tech. Sgt. Guillermo
Rosas is on the
job. A full-time IT
instructor for Metropolitan Community College based
in Omaha, Rosas
also serves as a
geographically separated unit knowledge operations
Rosas
specialist with the
170th Group’s 238th Combat Training
Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base.
This year, the military’s mandated
transition of computers to Windows
10 meant an overhaul of nearly 300
units for the 170th Group. With Rosas’
expertise and flexibility, the task was
accomplished successfully. To facilitate
with scheduling problems, Rosas came
in after work hours or on Saturdays
to complete his mission with minimal
disruption to others.
“Everything worked out pretty

well,” Rosas said. “Our work flows
meant work was seldom interrupted
and we completed the transition with
limited personnel.”
Rosas enlisted in the active Air
Force in 1999, transitioned to the
Reserves after his initial contract and
then joined the Nebraska Air National
Guard. “The Nebraska Guard is very
oriented toward a good work-life balance,” he said. “You continue to serve
your country while also living your
life.”
Rosas said serving others is at his
core, which is why he stays actively involved in both the Guard and helping
his community. “As service members
we are raised in a culture of involvement,” Rosas said. “Service before self
– to our country, our community and
those around us – whether through
the Air force or the community.”
At MCC, Rosas advocates for better
services for student veterans while
also leveraging the school’s courses as
professional development training options for Nebraska Airmen. A theater
buff, Rosas has also helped raise more
than $50,000 for community theaters
around Bellevue, Nebraska.

wSolicit and utilize military personnel appropriation (MPA) to the maximum extent possible to meet the mission
demands of the 55th Operations Group.
wObtain successful Headquarters,
U.S. Air Force, approval of a group size
waiver for the 170th Group.
wFormalize the 170th Group association with the 55th Wing via appropriate
Association-Plans (A-Plans).
wSeek expansion and growth in maintenance, intelligence, communications,
cyber and training within the 55th Wing.
wEstablish appropriate Air National Guard integration into the RIVET
JOINT Global Force Management Allocation Plan (GFMAP) process.
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Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Talking About A Unique Partnership: Lt. Col. David Preisman explains how the Nebraska
Air National Guard partners with the 55th Wing at Offutt Air Force Base to Lt. Gen. Gina
Grosso, deputy U.S. Air Force chief of staff for Manpower, Personnel and Services.
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NEBRASKA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Director
Maj. Gen. Daryl L. Bohac
Assistant Director
Bryan Tuma
Location
Lincoln, Nebraska

The Nebraska Emergency
Management Agency’s mission is to
coordinate, support and serve Nebraska
through an effective and relevant
emergency management agency. NEMA’s
guiding principles are:
wAll emergencies begin at the
local level. NEMA collaborates with
local, state, tribal and federal officials
to provide coordinated assistance to
Nebraska communities that augment local
capabilities when appropriate.
wNEMA activities are grounded in
principles of emergency management.
Emergency management must be
comprehensive, progressive, risk-driven,
cost-effective and flexible.
wRespectful, collaborative
relationships and professional leadership
are integral to quality emergency
management. Emergency management
activities must be inclusive and involve
the whole community.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
(Editor’s Note: For more detailed information about the Nebraska Emergency
Management’s achievements in 2017, please
refer to NEMA’s 2017 Annual Report available at https://nema.nebraska.gov/
wEmergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) deployments of
Nebraska National Guard resources to
Texas, Florida and the U.S. Virgin Islands were a centerpiece of activity from
mid-summer to early fall. These resources and personnel performed supply distribution and movement, assisted in local
operations center planning and resourc-

Annual Report 2017

Mission
The Nebraska Emergency Management Agency is
charged by state statue to reduce the vulnerabilities of
the people and communities of Nebraska from damage, injury and loss of life and property resulting from
natural, technological or man-made disasters and
emergencies. The agency works with local emergency managers, other state agencies, federal partners,
disaster relief agencies and nongovernment organizations to respond to disasters and emergencies in
Nebraska.

Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Keeping Track Of Personnel: Brent Curtis, Nebraska Emergency Management Agency,
inprocesses a member of the Missouri National Guard’s Homeland Response Force during
the multistate disaster response exercise in August at the Mead Training Site.
ing, security and assisted with cleaning
schools that had been damaged from the
hurricanes.

wDuring 2017, there were two separate events that resulted in federal
disaster declarations. In April, a severe
late winter storm began impacting the
southwest corner of the state and traveled northeast for the next three days. In
its wake were hundreds of broken power poles, downed power lines and many
communities and residents without power.
On June 12 a week-long severe storm
event began that produced several tornadoes, high wind, heavy rain and flooding. Tornadoes struck in the panhandle

including one that significantly impacted
the northeast corner of the Village of Bayard. The storm system continued across
the state and ended with tornadoes on
the ground in Bellevue and other locations on the eastern side of the state.
FEMA opened a Joint Field Office
(JFO) following the two disaster declarations, however, due to multiple significant
hurricanes affecting other parts of the
United States the JFO was closed. FEMA
continues to work on the two federally-declared disasters with a limited staff.

wThe 2017 Single Engine Air Tanker (SEAT) season opened July 15 and
the aircraft was deployed on day two of
its contract to a fire in South Dakota.
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NEBRASKA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
It flew seven sorties and dropped more
than 3,000 gallons of retardant over
the next two days. South Dakota and
Nebraska have signed a compact agreement to share resources during fire season. Throughout the season the SEAT
flew on 13 fires, four mission currency
flights and two Nebraska airport fly-ins
to demonstrate and explain capabilities
of the aircraft.

wThroughout 2017, officials at many
Nebraska agencies focused on preparing
for the Aug. 21 solar eclipse that eventually brought hundreds of thousands of
people to Nebraska, which was a prime
location for viewing the country’s first
coast-to-coast solar eclipse in 99 years.
wNEMA received a $300,000 countering violent extremism grant from the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
The grant will be used to identify barriers that keep peers or family members
from reporting potential signs of radicalization using a public-health approach.
The project will be used in rural or
small to mid-sized city public health
departments. In addition to identifying
barriers to reporting, the program will
develop strategies to address them. Other goals include increasing awareness
of observable behaviors associated with
the process of radicalization and enhancing the connection between state level
threat assessment resources and local
trusted resources receiving reports.
wA long-term power outage tabletop
exercise in July focused on how Nebraska would respond to a terrorist event.
The event was held at NEMA and sponsored by the National Emergency Management Association and the U.S. Department of Energy.
wA survey of satisfaction completed
by local emergency management staff
and emergency support function representatives in spring 2017 provided insight and allowed NEMA to measure
and improve performance in the following areas: leadership, responsiveness/
accountability, decision-making, communication, partnership and being quality
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State Employee Spotlight:

W

Molly I. Bargmann

hile it may seem strange, it
was a love of disasters that
first led Molly I. Bargmann
from her home in Washington State
to the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency where she currently
serves as the recovery unit supervisor.
A native of Sultan, Washington,
Bargmann was in her junior year at
the University of Washington where
she was majoring in Earth and Space
Science when she realized she “loved
the science of disasters.” “One day I
was doing an internship in Education
Policy, which was completely different,
when I realized that maybe I wanted
to work for FEMA. So, I decided to go
to grad school and study emergency
management.”
That was roughly nine years ago.
Today, Bargmann is in her fourth year
at NEMA where she’s in charge of the
state’s hazard mitigation and public
assistance sections, overseeing several
grant process that enables communities to successfully recover following
major emergencies and disasters. She
said her love of the emergency management and recovery processes has only
grown.
“We get to interact with local entities and really grow our relationship

with the locals. We really have great
relationships all the way from FEMA
down to our local citizens,” Bargmann
said. “I love that every day is different
and the adrenaline that comes with responding to a disaster, but then helping
a community rebuild… that long-term
recovery piece is
awesome.”
She uses Pilger,
Nebraska, which
was devastated
by twin tornado
strikes in 2014, as
an example. “Going
to Pilger the day
after the disaster to
Bargmann
four years later, the
city has rebuilt. They have a new fire
hall, new clerk’s office… it’s just very
rewarding to work with them on that.”
That’s not the only recovery work
Bargmann does, either. Along with her
assignment at NEMA, she also recently
started her own part-time business
where she refurnishes old furniture in
her part time.
“I like using things that typically
wouldn’t be reused,” Bargmann said.
“I get to be creative and just let go and
use a different part of my brain. It’s
just so relaxing.”

driven.

wNEMA staff members were among
the 12,625 state employees who earned
“white belt” certification in the Lean Six
Sigma training, which is a methodology
that relies on a collaborative team effort
to improve performance by systematically removing waste and reducing variation. While originally a program to improve manufacturing processes, in state
government it is being used to reduce
waste and inefficiencies.
wNEMA hosted a workshop for state
public information officers on developing key messages and revising the
state’s Joint Information System/Joint
Information Center Plan. Training and

Photo by Jodi Fawl

Training: Donny Christensen, Recovery
Section manager, updates applicants at a
Sarpy County public assistance briefing.
exercises will continue throughout 2018
to increase the state PIOs’ readiness for
disaster response.
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DOMESTIC OPERATIONS
Nebraska National Guard
continues steps to improve
disaster response preparedness

I

n 2017, the Nebraska National Guard assisted state civil
authorities by dispatching liaison
officers to the State Emergency Operations Center during the Seward
County water emergency and the
state-wide eclipse events. The organization also monitored 49 domestic
operations where Nebraska National
Guard forces were utilized statewide, and responded to 18 requests
for emergency assistance. Additionally, the Guard participated in 30
training exercises internally or with
other state agencies.
In 2018, the focus for the Nebraska National Guard’s domestic
operations staff will be to continue
to establish and strengthen relationships with other lead Nebraska agencies responsible for managing disaster
situations in the state and organizing
enduring task forces that leverage the
capabilities of both the Army and Air
National Guard to provide an all-hazards capable response to requests for
assistance in support of federal, state,
county and local authorities.
These task forces include:
wA National Guard Reaction
Force that can provide support to law
enforcement in conducting site security, presence patrols, traffic control
measures, protection of military and
civilian responders, and civil disturbances.
wA National Guard Severe
Weather Task Force that can
provide support to civil authorities
in response to winter storms, floods
and tornadoes by conducting damage
mitigation assistance, ground and
aerial damage assessments, ground
and aerial evacuation of civilians and
animals, route clearance and snow removal, temporary shelter and logistics
support, and urban search and rescue.
wA National Guard Wildland
Fire Fighting Task Force that can
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provide support to civil authorities in
response to wildland fires throughout Nebraska by providing “red card”
certified ground firefighting hand-crews,
equipment and aerial fire suppression.
wA Joint Reception, Staging and
Onward Integration Task Force that
can provide support to civil and other
military forces in response to natural
disasters by providing temporary bed
down, life support, medical support,
maintenance support and logistical support at fixed sites throughout the state.
wA Chemical Biological Radiological and Nuclear High Yield
Explosive (CBRNE) Task Force that
can provide support to civil authorities
in response to CBRNE and hazardous
materials incidents throughout Nebraska.
wA Joint Task Force Headquarters that can provide command and
control of all Nebraska state military
assets and/or other supporting state
forces deployed in support to civil authorities in response to natural disasters throughout the state.
wA Dual Status Command Task
Force that can provide command and
control of all Nebraska state military
assets, other supporting state forces and
any federal military forces deployed in
support to civil authorities in response
to natural disasters throughout Nebraska.
In 2019, the Nebraska National
Guard plans to participate in the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services’ pandemic disease-based
exercise and conduct a United States
Northern Command- sponsored vital
connection communications exercise
in cooperation with other state and
federal agencies and civilian volunteers.
The exercise will provide the Nebraska National Guard the opportunity to
work with state and federal agencies in
advance of the Vigilant Guard exercise
scheduled for May 2020.

Citizen-Airman
Spotlight:

Capt. Aaron J. Self

W

hen it comes to serving in the
Nebraska National Guard,
Soldiers and Airmen have to
be constantly prepared to work in all
sorts of unexpected situations. That was
definitely the case for Capt. Aaron J.
Self, a member of the
Nebraska Air National
Guard’s Joint Force
Headquarters staff
who serves as a battle
captain at the Guard’s
Joint Operation Center.
When Self reported
for
duty in mid-August
Self
during a multistate
emergency response exercise, he assumed he would be learning more about
his responsibilities in a fictitious exercise environment over the course of the
four-day training event. Soon, instead
of supporting the exercise, Self and the
JOC staff found themselves tracking
the first of what would become several
hundred Nebraska National Guard Soldiers and Airmen deploying to Texas and
later Florida in response to the unfolding
hurricane disasters.
It was an eye-opening 15-day experience for Self, who had never been part of
a domestic emergency response mission
in his 19-year military career.
“It really helped solidify all of the
theory on the things that we’ve been
working on for the past couple years,
and that was great,” said Self, who also
works in Omaha as an accountant at
Tree House Foods in civilian life. “On a
personal level, it was great to be able to
get in there and be a part of a domestic
emergency response operation like that,
which I haven’t had the opportunity to
do in the other jobs that I’ve held.”
“Being able to help direct that and
manage that operation, that was fun,”
Self said. “It was exciting, it was challenging and it was stressful at times, but
it was rewarding.”
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DOMESTIC OPERATIONS

National Guard’s emergency response
focuses on community-based approach

U

nder the provisions of state and federal law, members
Communications; Engineering; Logistics; Maintenance; Medical;
of the Nebraska National Guard and their equipment
Security; and Transportation.
are available to be utilized by Nebraska’s governor in
As a part of the National Response Framework (NRF) and
response to state emergencies and in support of
National Incident Management System (NIMS),
civil authorities when deemed necessary.
the Nebraska National Guard has been assigned
Broadly speaking, National Guard
as the primary agency responsible for Emergency
domestic support operations fall into three
Support Function 15 (Military Support) while the
major categories:
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency has
wHomeland Defense – for which the
been assigned as the primary agency responsible
Defense Department serves as the primary
for Emergency Support Functions 5 (Emergency
federal agency with military forces to conduct
Management), 9 (Urban Search and Rescue) and
military operations in defense of the homeland.
14 (Community Recovery and Mitigation).
wNational Guard Civil Support – for
Nebraska National Guard civil support
which the National Guard normally serves in a
missions may be performed in a State Active
supporting role to other primary state or federal
Duty or Title 32 (Federal) duty status under the
agencies by providing assistance to U.S. civil
control of the Nebraska governor. These missions
Photo by Maj. Dan Smith
authorities at the federal, state, tribal and local
are conducted to assist in:
Human Touch: Staff Sgt. Benjamin
levels.
wSupporting civil authorities whose
Mattock, Company G, 2-104th General
wNational Guard Baseline Operating
capabilities or capacity is insufficient to meet
Support Aviation Battalion, helps evacPosture – in which the National Guard
uate a young girl affected by flooding current requirements with general purpose,
conducts required planning, training and
specialized, or unique Guard forces or
in Port Arthur, Texas.
exercises as well as some ongoing mandated
capabilities;
domestic operations such as National Guard Reaction Force
wProtecting the life, property and safety of U.S. Citizens and
(NGRF), Counter Drug (CD), Civil Support Team (CST), and the
U.S. persons;
Chemical Enhanced Response Force Package (CERFP).
wProtecting critical infrastructure;
In order to accomplish these three major mission sets, the
wProviding humanitarian assistance during disaster response
Nebraska National Guard’s domestic operations capabilities have
and domestic emergencies;
been categorized into 10 core capabilities to ensure adequate
wProviding support to designated law enforcement activities
responses to requests. These capabilities are: Aviation/Airlift;
and operations;
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and high-yield
wProviding support to designated events, programs and other
Explosives (CBRNE) Response; Command and Control (C2);
activities.

Nebraska National Guard’s 10 Core Capabilities

AVIATION/AIRLIFT
The Nebraska National
Guard’s Aviation/Airlift capabilities include
eight Air National
Guard KC-135R Stratotankers, the Army
National Guard’s C-12
aircraft and 22 helicopters spread across three
aircraft types.
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CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIOLOGICAL, NUCLEAR,
AND HIGH-YIELD EXPLOSIVES (CBRNE) RESPONSE

UH-72 Lakota Helicopter

CERFP
Decontamination Team

The National Guard’s Chemical,
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear,
and high-yield Explosives
(CBRNE) Response include
the Lightweight Inflatable
Decontamination System, the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Team, and the Chemical
Operations and Survey Team.
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DOMESTIC OPERATIONS
COMMAND AND CONTROL
The National
Guard’s Command
and Control
capabilities
include the Mobile
Operations Center,
and the Incident
Command Post
Deployable Rapid
Assembly Shelter
Tent System.

Incident Command Post

ENGINEERING

COMMUNICATIONS

Joint Network Node/Command Post
Network

LOGISTICS

The National
Guard’s Engineering
capabilities include
the Debris Clearance
Package, Helicopter
“Bambi” Buckets,
and the Air Guard
Civil Engineering
Firefighter
Emergency Firefighter Emergency Response Team
Response Team.

MAINTENANCE

Single Pallet Expeditionary Kitchen

The National
Guard’s Logistics
capabilities include
the Single Pallet
Expeditionary
Kitchen, Water
Purification,
Generators, Water
Storage, and
Emergency Shelter
Support.

MEDICAL

The National
Guard’s Maintenance
capabilities include
Maintenance
Contact Trucks and
Wreckers.
Maintenance Contact Truck

SECURITY
The National
Guard’s Security
capabilities include
Non-Lethal
Equipment Sets,
Armored Knight
support vehicles,
and the Contingency
Ammunition Stock.

The National
Guard’s
Communications
capabilities include
the Joint Incident
Communications
Capability, portable
hand-held radios and
the Joint Network
Node/Command Post
Network.

Medical Section, CERFP

TRANSPORTATION

Non-Lethal Capabilities Equipment Sets
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All-Terrain Vehicle

The National
Guard’s Medical
capabilities include
Ambulances, the
Helibasket External
Load Transport
System, the Medical
Element of the
CBRN Enhanced
Response Force
Package.
The National
Guard’s
Transportation
capabilities include
the Family of
Medium Tactical
Vehicles, HumVees,
Semi-Tractors and
Trailers, Buses and
All-Terrain Vehicles.
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TRANSFORMATION

Nebraska Army Guard’s
transformation activities
pay big dividends in 2017

W

hen Nebraska Governor Pete
Ricketts and Maj. Gen. Daryl
Bohac announced in November 2015 roughly one-third of Nebraska
Army National Guard Soldiers would be
retraining into new specialties as part of
the largest transformation of Army National Guard units in a generation, they
said that the changes would not only offer additional military occupational skills
specialty training to more Nebraskans, it
would also increase the array of capabilities available to the state.
In 2017 those words seemed particularly prophetic as the Nebraska Army
National Guard marked numerous
milestones in the three-year process of
restructuring of the 67th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade and its assorted units
into the new 67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade. Those milestones included the standing up of a new engineer
battalion headquarters in Columbus,
major recruiting efforts across western

and central Nebraska, and the first
war-time and peacetime deployments of
several units affected by the changes.
One of the biggest success stories
involved the newly-created 1st Infantry
Division Main Command Post – Operational Detachment that completed its
inaugural overseas deployment to Iraq
as members of the active Army’s 1st
Infantry Division.
“It was a very successful, but challenging deployment because we really
didn’t deploy a unit, we deployed a team
that integrated into the division headquarters in the U.S. Central Command
area of operations,” Bohac said. “It was
highly successful, overall. But, what
probably gets lost in the whole deployment was how fast we recruited, stood
up, trained and then deployed that
team, and then brought them back
home.”
Two other notable success stories involved the deployment of the 67th MEB
headquarters to the
U.S. Virgin Islands
in October for a
month-long mission
in support of Hurricane Irma and
Maria relief and
recovery operations,
and the deployment
of two, two-Soldier teams from
the newly created
105th Military History Detachment, to
Florida and Puerto
Rico to document
the National
Guard’s support to
the hurricane relief
operations.
The transformaPhoto by Spc. Lisa Crawford
Javelin In Action: A Soldier with the 1-134th Cavalry Squadron fires tion affected rougha Javelin missile, June 14, during annual training at Fort Riley, Kan. ly 1,100 Nebraska
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Learning New Skills: Sgt. Brandon Girard,
Spc. Jackson Urbom and Spc. Trenton Kuhn
of the 1057th Military Police Company,
prepare to conduct crew drivers training in
their armored security vehicle during a drill
weekend exercise in Chadron.
Soldiers assigned to units in Lincoln,
Omaha, Beatrice, Columbus, York,
Hastings, Kearney, Grand Island, Mead,
O’Neill, Broken Bow, North Platte, Sidney, Scottsbluff and Chadron, many of
whom transitioned into new specialties
such as engineering and military police.
“From a force management perspective, this has been a significant year,”
said Maj. Matthew Misfeldt, state force
integration readiness officer for the Nebraska Army National Guard. “Many of
the units that completed transformation
did so at a surprising level of readiness.“
This included the 1-134th Cavalry
(Infantry Brigade Combat Team) that
completed new equipment training on
its newly-received TOW and Javelin
missile and 60-mm/120-mm mortar
weapons systems, and conducted livefire training on the systems at Fort
Riley, Kansas, during 2017.
It also included the new 128th
Engineer Battalion headquarters that
activated in Columbus in July after
completing important training, such as
live explosive demolition training at the
Greenlief Training Site near Hastings
in June.
According to Misfeldt, the 67th MEB,
the 734th Brigade Support Battalion,
128th Eng. Bn., the 402nd Military
Police Bn., 1-134th Cavalry, 105th MHD,
and the 1057th MP Company all completed their transformation, while Nebraska’s 134th Infantry Regiment Long
Range Surveillance Company “is still on
a transition path that it will complete at
the end of Fiscal Year 2018.”
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CONSTRUCTION

Nebraska National Guard continues
construction efforts throughout 2017

M

aintaining a ready and reliable
National Guard rests on a
number of factors, not the
least of which is the need for Nebraska
Soldiers and Airmen to conduct important weekend and annual training out of
modernized facilities and training areas
that maximize weekend and annual
training time.
Fortunately the Nebraska Army
and Air National Guard has undergone
significant efforts to update its facilities and infrastructure across the state,
ranging from new, modernized readiness
centers to major improvements at Camp
Ashland, Mead and the Greenlief Training Site.
In 2017 those efforts continued with
numerous Army and Air National Guard
construction taking place across the
state. These efforts included:
wThe start of a major, multiyear,
multiphase $25 million Nebraska Air
National Guard construction effort
involving the 155th Air Refueling Wing’s
operations building and main hangar. According to Lt. Col. Barry Veen, base civil
engineer, efforts include the complete
renovation of the unit’s maintenance
hangar, including the building’s 40-yearold mechanical, electrical, communications and building envelope systems that
have reached the end of their useful life.
It also includes the complete renovation
of the unit’s operations building based
upon similar considerations.
Once completed, operations within the two buildings will be shifted to
streamline unit processes. “First, it will
provide our mission with 21st Century
facilities that will sustain our mission for
the next 30 years,” said Veen. “Second, it
will give our wing a standalone headquarters facility that combines all of our
touch services to the base at large and
our external customers, which include
family members and retirees.”
“Third, the projects will enhance our
day-to-day missions by consolidating
our operations with our maintenance
functions (and) maximize our current
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Photo by Senior Master Sgt. Shannon Nielsen

Photo by Pfc. Elyse Lyons

Army Aviation Support Facility: Office
and classroom space at the Army Aviation
Support Facility No. 1 shows initial stages
of the rehabilitation effort.
infrastructure and facilities, which saves
taxpayer dollars by extending the life of
the existing real property and eliminates
the requirement to build new facilities
(that) would nearly triple the cost of the
combined projects,” he said.
wA major $4 million remodeling of
the Nebraska Army National Guard’s
1950s-era Army Aviation Support Facility No. 1 in Lincoln. The project encompasses updating the facility’s electrical,
plumbing and interior finishes and the
installation of a new GEO Thermal heating and cooling system. The project is
scheduled to be completed by this winter.
wAn $800,000 physical fitness center
at Camp Ashland that will be utilized as
a field house for group physical training. The project will be completed this
summer.
wA $700,000 latrine and kitchen

Air National Guard Hangar:
A team of civilian engineers
remove the main doors to the
Nebraska Air National Guard
main hangar. The hangar is
one of two major Nebraska
Air National Guard buildings
receiving upgrades as part
of a multiphase $25 million
construction effort.

remodeling at
the Chadron
Readiness Center,
designed to bring
the facility’s
1960s-era kitchen and latrines
into compliance
with current code
requirements. The
project includes
repairs to the
center’s HVAC
2017 Award: The
system and the
Nebraska Army National Guard was updating of electrihonored recently for cal, plumbing and
its multiple construc- interior finishes.
wA $300,000
tion efforts.
sustainment
project at the Wayne Readiness Center
and a $400,000 update project at the
O’Neill Readiness Center.
wAn $850,000 training aids, devices,
simulators and simunitions building at
the Camp Ashland - Mead Training Area
that became operational last fall. The
facilities include a classroom, mission
briefing area and a 10-lane Engagement
Skills Training and Virtual Battlespace
simulator.
wA $700,000 remodel project of the
U.S. Property and Fiscal Office Warehouse latrines and administrative spaces. Completed last year, the project was
designed to replace a number of failing
systems while also bringing the facility
into compliance with ADA requirements.
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STATE TUITION ASSISTANCE

Nebraska Soldiers, Airmen reaching educational
goals through State Tuition Assistance Program

P

Photo by Capt. Doug Carlson

Earning Her Degree: A Nebraska Army
National Guard Soldier poses with the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln bachelor’s
degree she earned while deployed overseas.
Governor Pete Ricketts and Maj. Gen. Daryl
Bohac delivered the degree to her during a
December visit to her location.

robably one of the most important and powerful benefits of service within the Nebraska Army
and Air National Guard is the State
Tuition Assistance Program.
Under this program, members of the
Nebraska Army and Air National Guard
pursuing a bachelor’s degree at a state
college or university have 75 percent
of their tuition covered. The program
also covers those Nebraska Soldiers and
Airmen pursuing bachelor’s degrees
at private colleges or universities in
Nebraska, however their benefits are
capped at 75 percent of the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln’s tuition rate.
Soldiers and Airmen become eligible for the State Tuition Assistance
Program immediately after they enlist

into their respective Nebraska National
Guard units.
Over the years, the State Tuition
Assistance Program has become a major
part of the Nebraska Army and Air
National Guard’s recruiting and retention efforts, which has in turn allowed
thousands of Nebraska men and women
to earn degrees they might not otherwise have been able to afford. This has
enabled Nebraska to retain a significant
population, further contributing to the
state’s economy.
In 2017, a total of 257 Nebraska
Army and Air National Guard Soldiers and Airmen received a total of
$554,734.19 of State Tuition Assistance
for a total of 4,518.5 credit hours at 22
Nebraska universities or colleges.

State Tuition Assistance for Fiscal Year 2017
School
Students
Credit Hours		
Total Paid
University of Nebraska-Lincoln..........................81			1,410.0		
$ 227,106.93
University of Nebraska-Omaha..........................45			
669.0		
$ 99,568.17
Peru State College..............................................2			
18.0		 $ 2,160.00
University of Nebraska-Kearney.........................20			
340.5		
$ 46,427.64
Wayne State College...........................................13			
235.0		$ 28,200.00
Chadron State College.......................................8			
117.0		
$ 14,040.00
Southeast Community College-Lincoln..............26			
479.0
$ 21,263.30
Southeast Community College-Milford.............8			
379.5
$ 16,820.38
Metropolitan Community College.....................16			
239.0
$ 10,575.93
Northeast Community College-Norfolk.............8			
113.0
$ 7,627.50
Central Community College-Hastings...............2			
31.0
$ 1,953.00
Mid-Plains Community College.........................1			
7.0
$ 441.00
Bellevue University.............................................9			
148.0
$ 24,264.23
Concordia University.........................................3			
57.5		 $ 9,713.96
Creighton University..........................................1			
3.0
$ 506.81
Midland University............................................3			
71.0		
$ 11.994.54
Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing.............2			
51.0		
$ 8,615.81
Nebraska Wesleyan University............................4			
98.0		
$ 16,220.13
Union College....................................................1			
12.0
$ 2,027.24
Doane University-Lincoln..................................2			
16.0		
$ 1,965.37
Bryan College of Health Sciences ......................1			
12.0		
$ 2,027.25
Little Priest Tribal College..................................1			
12.0		
$ 1,215.00
Totals............................................................ 257			
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4,518.5		

$ 554,734.19
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Photo by Spc. Lisa Crawford

Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes

Educator Flight: A group of Omaha-area educators pose for a photo with Nebraska
National Guard leaders following a Feb. 11 “Educator Flight.”

Checking Out Camp Ashland’s Eagles: Amy Dirks,
natural resource manager at the Nebraska Army National Guard’s Environmental Office, helps an Ashland
elementary school student locate an eagle’s nest during
a visit to Camp Ashland on April 12.

Community engagement major priority in 2017

T

he Nebraska Military Department has long known that
maintaining links between the
department and the citizens of Nebraska is vital. Not only does this engagement lend itself to better opportunities
to recruit and retain Nebraska Soldiers
and Airmen, it also helps the organization better meet its many requirements,
especially those missions that lead its
Soldiers and Airmen into overseas deployment environments or devastating
natural and man-made disasters.
Community engagement continues
to play an important role as the organization prepares for both known and
unknown future mission requirements.
“For any of us to serve, if you don’t
have the support of your family, your
outside employer or community, that’s
where it becomes very challenging for
the (Guard) members to continue to
do what we ask them to do,” said Maj.
Gen. Daryl Bohac, Nebraska adjutant
general.
“It’s critical to us as Citizen Soldiers
and Citizen Airmen,” Bohac said. “If we
don’t have that support, not only do we
lose as a Nebraska National Guard…
the nation loses, too, because then we’ve
lost that grass roots connection with
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communities across America that we
have to have in order to carry the will of
the American people to the fight.”
The Nebraska Military Department
made significant strides in community
engagement in 2017.
For example, as part of the Nebraska
Army National Guard’s goal of creating
new partnerships with Nebraska high
school and college educators to gain better access to potential recruiting pools,
the Nebraska Army National Guard
conducted 10 separate educator helicopter orientation flights across the state
involving more than 240 high school
and college education professionals from
Omaha and Lincoln, to Kearney, Grand
Island and Chadron. The participating
educators also received briefings on
Nebraska National Guard missions and
educational benefits, as well as opportunities to speak with senior leaders of
the organizations.
The Nebraska Army National Guard
also conducted numerous aviation and
ground static equipment displays at
such events as the Burwell Rodeo, the
Santee Health Fair, “Helicopter Day”
at the Strategic Air Command Museum, Cornhusker State Games, Husker
Harvest Days, and several events at the

Nebraska National Guard’s Museum in
Seward.
Additionally, the Nebraska Army
National Guard conducted its first
two flyover salutes in more than five
years when they flew missions over the
“Q-150” ceremony at the State Capitol
and the Nebraska-Iowa “Heroes Game”
in November. Efforts also included the
Guard’s annual support to the Lincoln/
National Guard Marathon in May and
Operation Santa Claus in December.
Members of the Nebraska National
Guard’s Honor Guard participated in
numerous ceremonies across the state
including two memorial tributes to the
fallen at Lincoln’s Antelope Park. The
efforts also included members of the
Nebraska Army and Air National Guard
who participated in more than 45 separate Veterans Day events held across
the state.
Engagements also included NEMA’s
annual “Severe Weather Awareness”
poster contest, numerous training exercises with local and regional emergency
managers, and the major multi-state
emergency disaster response exercise in
August that involved local, state and regional emergency response teams from
Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri.
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MUSEUM UPDATE

National Guard Museum breaks records

T

he Nebraska National Guard
Museum in Seward had a record
year in 2017 with 17,763 patrons
visiting the new facility, breaking the
2016 record of 13,610 visitors. The museum also recorded a single-day record
on July 4 with 8,717 visitors.
The museum hosted 19 educational class visits, two major fundraising
events, 23 large group tours and the
Chautauqua 2017 event, and dedicating
several new rooms and exhibits.
Public school classroom visits, the
bulk of which came from Seward and
Crete, were scheduled around required
state curriculum courses that were
taught in the museum’s Concordia University Learning Center. The two main
topics covered, World War I and World
War II, were taught by the Nebraska
National Guard historian and “handson” instruction with artifacts was provided by the museum curator.
One of the more unique teaching
experiences was a literature class for
the National POW-MIA Recognition Day
in September where students studied
military history as it relates to service
members’ stories.
Two of the biggest events at the mu-

Main Floor Exhibits: The main floor exhibits
stand beneath a newly-created photographic
shroud that was dedicated on July 4. The
shroud is part of the “Price of Freedom”
exhibit currently under development.
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Historic View: People get a view of the total solar eclipse at the Nebraska National Guard
Museum on Aug. 21. The museum was one of many host sites in the direct path of the
rare event.
seum were the Chautauforces in 1940. Nebrasqua 2017 and the annual
ka riggers brought in
July 4th celebration. The
equipment and providmuseum was chosen to
ed entertainment for
host part of Chautauqua
airborne veterans from
2017: “Legacy of a Foraround the state.
gotten War – World War
Another significant
I” in June. The facility
event was the Total
hosted seminars on diAirborne Generations: Modern Eclipse on Aug. 21. The
verse topics related to the Nebraska Army National Guard museum was one of the
war in the Jones National riggers gear up an Airborne host sites in Seward
veteran, Aug. 26.
Bank and Trust Comwhere the local Kiwanis
pany Theater. Speakers
group grilled burgers
included General John Pershing (actor
and served people that set up to watch
Dave Shuey), pilot Tom Martin (replica
the mid-afternoon event.
Nieuport 23), and several WWI re-enac2018 looks to be equally significant
tors. The museum provided classes on
for the Nebraska National Guard Museaviation, medicine, leadership and other
um, which recently received a donation
World War I related topics
of $100,000 to complete the “I Am the
In keeping with the 100th anniverGuard” room for dedication on July 4.
sary of World War I, the museum hosted
This “high tech” room will allow patrons
“Vaudeville 1917: Sousa Comes to
a chance to join the Nebraska NationSeward” prior to the 4th of July weekal Guard and experience some of the
end and then dedicated the Berry Law
training and meet some of the veterans
Firm Conference Room and Library, and
(like Omaha’s Warren Buffett) who
the Chaplains Shroud on July 4th.
have served in the Nebraska National
Another major event was the annual
Guard’s ranks.
National Airborne Day on Aug. 16,
Other smaller exhibits will also be
marking the founding of Army airborne
dedicated July 4.
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NEBRASKA NATIONAL GUARD HISTORY

Nebraska National Guard’s 163-year story
continues today in communities across state

T

he Nebraska National Guard
draws its lineage back to Dec.
23, 1854, when then-acting
Territorial Governor Thomas Cuming
issued a proclamation encouraging the
settlers of the territory to organize into
militia units, with one regiment being
formed south of the Platte River and
one to the north. These two regiments
were then organized into a brigade
under the command of Brig. Gen.
John M. Thayer, who would one day
become Nebraska’s sixth governor.
During its 163-year history, 109
Nebraska communities have hosted
Nebraska militia or National Guard
units. Out of these communities came
thousands of Nebraska National Guard
Early Soldier: Future Nebraska Governor Brig.
men and women who stood ready to
John Thayer was selected as the first Nebrasassist their communities, state and
ka National Guard commander following the
Guard’s founding on Dec. 23, 1854.
nation following natural disasters and
state/national emergencies.
The Nebraska Guard’s first major
combat deployment occurred during
the Civil War when more than 3,300
Nebraska militiamen saw action as part
of seven different Union Army units.
Nebraska National Guard Soldiers
later saw action during the SpanishAmerican War, Mexican Border
Dispute, World War I and World War
II where Nebraskans fought in the
European Theater during the Battles of
Early Airmen: A formation of Nebraska Air
St. Lo, Mortain and several others.
National Guard F-80 “Shooting Stars” flies over
Nebraska Army National Guard units Nebraska in the early 1950s.
mobilized for the Korean War, Berlin
Crisis, Operation Desert Shield/Desert
part of the 132nd Fighter-Bomber Wing at
Storm, peacekeeping in Kuwait, BosniaDow Air Force Base, Maine.
Herzegovina and Kosovo, as well as in
Following the Korean War, the
Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait and numerous
Nebraska Air National Guard returned to
other locations around the globe and the
Lincoln where, for the next three decades,
United States since Sept. 11, 2001.
it flew the P-51 Mustang, the F-80
The Nebraska Air National Guard is
Shooting Star, the F-86D Sabre, the RF-84
the second oldest Air National Guard unit
Thunderflash and the RF-4C Phantom II.
in the nation. The 173rd Fighter Squadron
On July 1, 1960, the 173rd became part of
was activated on July 26, 1946. The unit
the 155th Fighter Group.
was mobilized for the Korean War in April
In April, 1992, the 155th transitioned
1951 and initially put into service as a
to the KC-135R Stratotanker aircraft
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and was redesignated as the 155th Air
Refueling Wing on Oct. 1, 1995. It
soon began flying missions around the
world in support of U.S., NATO and
United Nations’ peacekeeping efforts,
including the organization’s first combat
missions during Operation Allied Force,
the bombing of Kosovo and Serbia in
early 1999. Following Sept. 11, 2001,
the Nebraska Air National Guard began
flying combat air patrol aerial refueling
flights in support of Operation Noble
Eagle.
Since then, members of the
Nebraska Air National Guard – which
now includes the 170th Group at Offutt
Air Force Base – have flown support
missions and provided significant
support functions around the globe in
support of numerous missions to include
Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Operation New Dawn
and many others.
The Nebraska Emergency
Management Agency has been a part
of the Nebraska Military Department
since 1951, with the adjutant general
serving as the agency’s director and
an assistant director conducting dayto-day operations. Initially called the
Nebraska Civil Defense Agency, it was
officially renamed in 1996.
NEMA is the primary state agency
charged with responding to state
emergencies such as floods, blizzards,
tornadoes, droughts and range fires.
Since 1996, NEMA provided emergency
management support to a number of
major emergencies including the October
Surprise Blizzard of 1997, coordinating
support following Hurricanes Katrina,
Gustav and Ike during the mid-2000s,
historic flooding on the Platte and
Missouri Rivers in 2011, wildfires near
Chadron in 2012 and most recently
Nebraska support to hurricane relief
operations in Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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OUR WAY AHEAD

As strategic environment evolves, so must
Nebraska Military Department’s efforts

I

f 2017 taught us anything it’s that
the complex challenges we will face
in the future will continue to escalate in both predictable and unpredictable forms, and that we must continue
to be ready to meet these challenges
by remaining focused, adaptable and
relevant.
Consider for a second how much the
strategic environment we find ourselves
operating in changed over the past year.
At the beginning of 2017, we faced an
ISIS that controlled vast swaths of Iraq
and Syria and was continuing to inspire
terrorist activities around the world.
Today, while ISIS’ self-declared caliphate is all but gone, it continues to inspire
new and morphing terrorist threats
far-removed from the battlefields of the
Middle East.
Additionally, the continued escalatory rhetoric between North Korea
and the United States has continued to
heighten the security risks we face on
the Korean peninsula and surrounding
region. Iran and its somewhat publically unnoticed control of the Iraqi
border continues to have significant
and potentially dangerous implications
for security in the Middle East. And
finally, the U.S. and our European allies
continue to seek ways to meet Russia’s
recent expansionist activities in Eastern
Europe and the Middle East, particularly Syria.
These are all strategic risks facing
the United States and its allies — undoubtedly to be joined by new unpredictable ones in the months ahead — that
will affect the members of the Nebraska
Army and Air National Guard in one
shape or form. It is a strategic environment that will also shape current
and future discussions about the role of
America’s Army and Air National Guard
forces, which have shed the legacy of
the Cold War “strategic reserve” era and
earned their roles as full-fledged members of America’s “operational force with
strategic depth” structure around which
much of the United States’ defense capabilities have been built.
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Nebraska Proud: Nebraska Army National Guard Spc. Hunter Smith carries the Nebraska
state flag toward the finish line of a 13-mile road march while competing in the Region V
National Guard Best Warrior Competition, May 23-25, at Camp Beauregard in Pineville, La.
Smith ultimately earned runner-up in the competition’s Enlisted Soldier category.
Have no doubt, the discussion about
the role of the National Guard is of
immense importance to our nation.
America cannot afford a large standing
Army to meet all of the security demands that have been placed upon the
U.S. Department of Defense. It needs the
National Guard.
In the months ahead, this discussion will undoubtedly affect the future
of the National Guard for many years
to come because it will involve not only
the National Guard’s role in protecting
the United States, but also its role of
providing the connective tissue between
America’s warfighters and the nation’s
individual communities and citizens.
Closer to home, the recent hurricane
outbreak has raised serious questions
about our nation’s ability to deal with

multiple, simultaneous and consecutive
disasters of such a magnitude that the
responses required are greater than
probably any one state’s individual
capacity.
Strategically, the question of how
federal funding authority and appropriations will be utilized in the future,
recognizing that states can’t be expected
to cash-flow initial responses particularly when they occur outside of a state’s
borders, will have huge implications.
Additionally, how we plan for future
emergencies capitalizing on the relationships we’ve developed with our fellow
military services, state and regional first
responders are questions that we as an
organization and as a nation will have to
answer in the months and years ahead.
If nothing else, this year’s support of
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OUR WAY AHEAD
Nebraska’s eclipse activities, the continued wildfire
and draught response activities, the major multi-state
disaster response exercise
at the Mead Training Site,
and the hurricane response
missions in Texas, Florida,
U.S. Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico have given us a
new template to draw upon
as we continue to build
relevant and reliable responses that are anchored
on the National Guard’s
traditional strengths and
capabilities.
And finally, we know
that recruiting our next
generation of Soldiers and
Airmen will continue to be
challenging, particularly
for the Nebraska Army National Guard and its units
spread across the state.
We recognize that
Photo by Airman 1st Class Jamie Titus
today’s recruiting environment is difficult due in no
Alaska Training: Members of the Nebraska Air National Guard’s 155th Security Forces Squadron conduct
improvised explosive device identification training at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska.
small part to the fact that
roughly only 25 percent
of recruiting aged citizens
protecting our homeland. We also go
(18-34) meet minimum qualifications for
forward based upon the important and
military service and that we are in direct
enduring partnerships we have develcompetition with our fellow military
oped and maintained with our friends in
branches and Nebraska civilian corporathe Czech Republic, our fellow Airmen
tions for the services of these people. We
and Soldiers at Offutt Air Force Base
know that our recruiting efforts require
and Fort Riley, our state’s educators and
new, innovative approaches to better
community leaders, and fellow Nebrascommunicate the benefits of Nebraska
ka citizens to whom we are incredibly
National Guard membership while also
indebted to for their sustained support.
Photo by Lt. Col. Kevin Hynes
strengthening our important partnerNo matter what the future has in
Thanks ForYour Service: Vietnam Veteran
ships with our state’s education commustore for us, I take great pride in knowCharles Smith of Wymore, Neb., receives a
nity, civic leaders and civilian employers.
ing that our Nebraska Military Departhandshake from Master Sgt. Ronald Hagge
Fortunately, the experiences we
ment team – including the families,
following the Final Mission Honor Flight to
gained during the past year, coupled
outside employers and communities
Washington, D.C.
with our 163-year heritage of service
that support us – has the commitment
force as well as Nebraska’s military first
to our communities, state and nation
and vision to meet the challenges of the
responders when all other local and state
going back to our founding on Dec. 23,
future and will live up to our enduring
resources are expended or not available
1854, have given us the foundation, the
National Guard motto: “Always Ready,
to meet a challenge. This is a heritage
expertise and the confidence we need to
Always There.”
and a mission that we take extremely semeet the challenges we know await us in
riously because we know what’s at stake:
2018 head on.
the health and welfare of our families,
Being a member of the Nebraska
our neighbors and our fellow Americans.
National Guard, the Nebraska Military
As we march into 2018, we go forward
Department or the Nebraska EmerMaj. Gen. Daryl Bohac
with a sense of confidence based upon the
gency Management Agency has never
Nebraska Adjutant General and
experience we have gained over decades
been easy. For decades we have served
Director, Nebraska Emergency Management Agency
of supporting our nation’s warfight and
as America’s primary reserve combat
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